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Musicals 101: Broadway in the 21st Century

Today’s Opening Number

[4:10]

https://youtu.be/Jf6_A-wZiKk?si=WLFkcJzvRn-4Xxpa&t=3


Why this topic?—Feedback from 
Spring 2025 Survey on Future Courses

The top four choices (in order) were: 
“The Broadway Musical in the 21st Century” (63%) 

“The Secret Life of the American Musical” (56%) 

“The Best of MGM’s Movie Musicals” (52%) 

“The Musicals of Rodgers & Hammerstein” (fewer 
shows but more depth) (48%)

And I was inspired by this book:

Routledge, 2024



Goals of the Course: You Will . . . 
Be familiar with: 

Broadway musicals of the first quarter of the 21st century, 
particularly those of the first twenty seasons (2000-01 through 
2019-20) 
The main categories and genres of musicals during this period 
Issues and controversies that emerged on Broadway at this time 
Some of the librettists, composers and lyricists who created 
significant new works during these decades 

Appreciate:  
How the creators and producers of Broadway musicals 
responded to social, political and economic forces of the era 
Unforgettable songs in a wide variety of genres 

Consider these shows for: 
A citation in OLLI’s first-ever “Best Musicals of the Century” poll

Today’s Focus
You will have: 

An introduction to the format of the course 
An overview of the 269 musicals that opened on Broadway during the 
first twenty seasons of the century (2000-2020) 

You will know: 
The four main categories of the shows we’ll explore 
A definition of “jukebox musical” and its three main types 
The books & scores of four hit jukebox musicals: Mamma Mia! 
(2000), Movin’ Out (2002), Jersey Boys (2005) and  Rock of 
Ages (2009) 

You will appreciate and enjoy: 
The artistry and appeal of these unabashedly commercial shows 
The “re-purposing” of some great pop songs 

You will consider: 
Whether these shows qualify among your “best of the century”



Broadway at the Turn of the Century

• The first twenty seasons of the 21st Century 
were bookended by two major events: 
• 9/11/01: attack on the World Trade Center 
• 3/12/20: Broadway shuts down as  the COVID-19 

pandemic begins 
• 269 musicals opened on Broadway in these 

seasons: 
• 186 (70%) were original (new) musicals 
• 83 (30%) were revivals 

• The main categories of musicals were: 
• Jukebox Musicals (55) 
• Screen-to-Stage Adaptations (72) 
• “Other original source” (78) 
• Revues (6)

“9/11/01”

Broadway: The American 
Musical (PBS, 2004) 

from Episode 6:  
“Putting It Together (1980-2004)” 

[2:00]

https://youtu.be/3EDzxWH-nuc?si=KuPrfeaPrER36Gxp&t=1220


The Catalog Revue 
noun 

A subcategory of musical revue “in which the output of one composer or lyricist is 
trotted out to fill an evening.”                          

—Ken Bloom & Frank Vlastnik, Broadway Musicals:  
The 101 Greatest Shows of All Time. 2004 

“A jukebox musical takes . . . pop hits and puts them into a Broadway musical.” 
—Seth Rudetsky, Musical Theat:re for Dummies (2004) 

VARIATIONS & EXAMPLES (pre-2000) 
“Pure” Catalog (Revue): only the songs—no book/story/plot 

Ben Bagley’s The Decline and Fall of the Entire World as Seen Through the 
Eyes of Cole Porter (1965) 
Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and Living in Paris (1968) 
Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Fats Waller, 1978) 
Smokey Joe’s Cafe (Jerry Lieber & Mike Stoller, 1997) 

Original Story: Existing songs are “retrofitted” to a new book 
Crazy for You (songs of George & Ira Gershwin, 1992) 
Mamma Mia! (ABBA, London 1999) 

Bio-Musical: Songs are used to tell story of the catalog creator(s) 
Leader of the Pack (Songs of Ellie Greenwich, 1985) 
Jelly’s Last Jam (Music by Jelly Roll Morton & lyrics by Susan Birkenhead,1992)

The Jukebox Musical: 
[definition for this course] 

“A jukebox musical is a book musical that utilizes existing songs, sometimes the 
work of one composer and sometimes the work of multiple composers, to tell a story 

—Amy S. Osatinski, 20 Seasons: Broadway Musicals of the 21st Century (2024) 

TYPES & EXAMPLES: 
Original Story: A new book (libretto) is constructed to fit existing songs  

Mamma Mia! (Story of Sophie’s fathers, songs of ABBA, 2001) 
Rock of Ages (Rock songs of the 1980s, 2009) 

Bio-Musical: Songs are used to tell story of the catalog creators 
Jersey Boys (Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons, 2005) 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (Carole King & others, 2013) 
On Your Feet! (Emilio & Gloria Estefan, 2015) 

Revue: Only the songs—does not tell a story 
Sondheim on Sondheim (songs of Sondheim with filmed commentary, 2010) 
After Midnight (“Cotton Club” songs of Ellington, Calloway & Arlen, 2013) 
Movin’ Out (Songs of Billy Joel, 2002)—has characters, barest of plots, no dialogue



Broadway Musicals (2000-2010)
Season Jukebox Musicals Screen-to-Stage Revivals Other Original Musicals

2000-2001
2001-2002 Mamma Mia!

2002-2003 Movin’ Out

2003-2004 Taboo 
The Boy from Oz

2004-2005 All Shook Up

2005-2006 Jersey Boys

2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009 Rock of Ages

2009-2010
American Idiot 
Come Fly Away 

Fela! 
Million Dollar Quartet

2009 • 2,328 perfs 
No Tony wins  

2001 • 5,758 perfs 
No Tony wins  

2005 • 4,642 perfs 
4 Tony wins   

(inc. Best Musical)

2002 • 1,303 perfs 
2 Tony wins  

(inc. Choreography) 

Jukebox Musicals, 2000-2010



Mamma Mia! (Broadway, 2001)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Judy Craymer, Richard East, Björn 

Ulvaeus and Littlest Ltd.  
• Music & Lyrics: Benny Andersson & Björn Ulvaeus 

(some songs with Stig Anderson) 
• Book: Catherine Johnson 
• Directed by: Phyllida Lloyd 
• Choreographed by: Anthony Van Laast 
• Production Design: Mark Thompson 
• Lighting Design: Howard Harrison 
• Sound Design: Andrew Bruce & Bobby Aitken 
• CAST: Louise Pitre, Judy Kaye, Karen Mason, Tina 

Maddigan, David W. Keely, Dean Nolen, Ken Marks 
LENGTH OF RUN: 5,758 Performances

ABBA

Benny Andersson, Anni-Frid lyngstad, AgnethaFältskog, Björn Ulvaeus 



ABBA
ACHIEVEMENTS: 
• Group formed in Sweden in 1972 (disbanded in 1982) 
• Won 1974 Eurovision contest with “Waterloo” (named 

best song of the competition’s history in 2006) 
• 1992 compilation album “ABBA Gold: Greatest Hits” 

released—worldwide best seller 
• Inducted into Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2010 
• In 2024 the Library of Congress included the album 

“Arrival” (1976) in the National Recording Registry as 
a work “worthy of preservation for all time based on 
its cultural, historical or aesthetic importance to the 
nation’s recorded sound heritage.” 

• Have sold over 375 million records

Benny Andersson & Björn Ulvaeus

(b. 1946)

(b. 1945)

MUSICAL THEATRE CREDITS: 
• 1984 Chess (lyrics by Tim Rice) 

• 1984 Concept album sold 2M copies: “I know Him So Well” 
became a No. 1 hit in UK; “One Night in Bangkok” rose to No. 3   
in the US 

• 1986 West End production ran for three years 

• 1988 Broadway production closed in two months; 2025 
Broadway revival in previews now  

• 1995 Kristina från Duvemåla ("Kristina from Duvemåla") 
• 2009 Concert version performed in US to favorable reception 

• 1999 Mamma Mia! (London, some lyrics by Stig Andersson) 
• 2001 Broadway production ran 5,748 performances 

• 2008 Film is most successful film musical of all time 



Mamma Mia!: The Plot
• On a Greek isle, Sophie lives with her single 

mother Donna, a former girl group singer. 

• Sophie is getting married and wants her 
father to walk her down the aisle. 

• Sophie figures out that the summer she was 
conceived, Donna was involved with three 
men. Donna won’t tell (or doesn’t know) 
which one is the father. 

• Sophie invites all three men to the wedding. 

• Donna’s two fellow singers also show up. 

• Hijinks ensue.

ACT II: 
• Entr’acte 
• “Under Attack 
• “One of Us” 
• “S.O.S.” 
• “Does Your Mother Know?” 
• “Knowing Me, Knowing You” 
• “Our Last Summer” 
• “Slipping through My Fingers” 
• “The Winner Takes It All” 
• “Take a Chance on Me” 
• “I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do” 
• “I Have a Dream”

ACT I: 
• Overture/Prologue 
• “Honey, Honey” 
• “Money, Money, Money” 
• “Thank You for the Music” 
• “Mamma Mia” 
• “Chiquitita” 
• “Dancing Queen” 
• “Lay All Your Love on Me” 
• “Super Trouper” 
• “Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! 
• “The Name of the Game” 
• “Voulez-Vous”

Mamma Mia!: Songs



Mamma Mia! (Film, 2008)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Judy Craymer, Gary Goetzman, Benny 

Andersson, Björn Ulvaeus, Tom Hanks, Rita Wilson 
• Music & Lyrics: Benny Andersson & Björn Ulvaeus 

(some songs with Stig Anderson) 
• Screenwriter Catherine Johnson (plus . . .) 
• Director: Phyllida Lloyd 
• Cinematographer: Haris Zambarloukos 
• Production Designer: Maria Djurkovic 
• Editor: Lesley Walker 
• Choreographer: Anthony Van Laast 
• CAST: Meryl Streep, Amanda Seyfried, Pierce 

Brosnan, Stellan Skarsgård, Colin Firth, Christine 
Baranski, Julie Walters, Dominic Cooper 

BUDGET vs. GROSS: $52M • $706M (worldwide)

Mamma Mia! at the 2002 Tony Awards:  
5 Nominations & No Wins

• Best Musical 

• Book of a Musical: Catherine Johnson 

• Actress (Musical):  Louise Pitre 

• Featured Actress (Musical): Judy Kaye 

• Orchestrations: Benny Andersson, 
Björn Ulvaeus & Martin Koch



Rock of Ages (2009)
KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Matthew Weaver, Carl Levin, Jeff Davis, 

Barry Habib, Scott Prisand, Relativity Media  
• Songs from the catalogs of Journey, Bon Jovi, Pat 

Benatar, Poison, Red Speedwagon, Foreigner, Styx, 
“and many more”  

• Book: Chris D’Arienzo 
• Directed by: Kristin Hanggi 
• Choreographed by: Kelly Devine 
• Scenic Design: Beowulf Boritt 
• Costume Design: Gregory Gale 
• Lighting Design: Jaxon Lyons 
• Sound Design: Peter Hylenski 
• CAST: Constantine Maroulis, Amy Spanger, James 

Carpinello, Lauren Molina, Wesley Taylor 
LENGTH OF RUN: 2,328 Performances

Rock of Ages: Partial List of Sources

Journey: “Don’t Stop Believing”

REO Speedwagon: “I Can’t Fight This Feeling”

Twisted Sister: “We’re Not Gonna Take It”

Starship: “We Built This City” 

Pat Benatar: “Hit Me With Your Best Shot”

Foreigner: “I Want to Know What Love Is”



ACT I: 
• “Cum On Feel the Noize” (Slade) 
• “Just Like Paradise” (David Lee Roth) 
• “Nothin’ But a Good Time” (Poison) 
• “Sister Christian” (Night Ranger) 
• “We Built This City” (Starship) 
• “Too Much Time on My Hands” (Styx) 
• “I Wanna Rock” (Twisted Sister) 
• “We’re Not Gonna Take It” (Twisted Sister) 
• “More Than Words” (Nuno Bettencourt) 
• “Heaven” (Warrant) 
• “To Be With You” (Mr. Big) 
• “Waiting for a Girl Like You” (Foreigner)

Rock of Ages: Songs

ACT I: 
• “Wanted Dead or Alive” (Bon Jovi) 
• “Renegade” (Styx) 
• “I Want to Know What Love Is” (Foreigner) 
• “Harden My Heart” (Quarterflash) 
• “Shadows of the Night” (Pat Benatar) 
• “Here I Go Again” (Whitesnake)

Rock of Ages: Songs

ACT II: 
• “The Final Countdown” (Europe) 
• “Any Way You Want It” (Journey) 
• “High Enough” (Damn Yankees) 
• “Beaver Hunt” (David Gibbs/Chris Hardwick) 
• “Kiss Me Deadly” (Lita Ford) 
• “I Hate Myself for Loving You” (Joan Jett) 
• “Heat of the Moment” (Asia) 
• “Hit Me With Your Best Shot” (Pat Benatar) 
• “I Can’t Fight This Feeling” (REO 

Speedwagon)

ACT II: 
• “Every Rose Has Its Thorn” (Poison) 
• “Keep On Loving You” (REO Speedwagon) 
• “Oh, Sherrie” (Steve Perry) 
• “The Search Is Over” (Survivor) 
• “Don’t Stop Believing” (Journey)



Rock of Ages at the 2009 Tony 
Awards: 5 Nominations & No Wins

• Best Musical  

• Actor (Musical): Constantine Maroulis 

• Director (Musical): Kristin Hanggi 

• Costume Design (Musical): Gregory Gale 

• Sound Design (Musical): Peter Hylenski

Musicals 101: Broadway in the 21st Century

Pause for Questions and Comments



Jersey Boys (2005)
KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Dodger Theatricals, Joseph J. Grano, 

Pelican Group, Tamara & Kevin Kinsella  
• Music by: Bob Gaudio (and others) 
• Lyrics by Bob Crewe (and others) 
• Book: Marshall Brickman & Rick Elice 
• Directed by: Des McAnuff 
• Choreographed by: Sergio Trujillo 
• Scenic Design: Klara Zieglerova 
• Costume Design: Jess Goldstein 
• Lighting Design: Howell Binkley 
• Sound Design: Steve Canyon Kennedy 
• CAST: John Lloyd Young, Christian Hoff, Daniel 

Reichard, J. Robert Spencer, Titus Burgess 
LENGTH OF RUN: 4,642 Performances

The Four Seasons (1966)

Clockwise from left: Bob Gaudio, Tommy DeVito, Joe Long, Frankie Valli



Jersey Boys: The Book

• The show is narrated in turn by the four original 
members of the Four Seasons, and each section 
has a title of a season: 
• Act I: Spring (Tommy DeVito) 
• Act I: Summer (Bob Gaudio) 
• Act II: Fall (Nick Massi) 
• Act II: Winter (Frankie Valli) 

• The narrative is basically a chronological history 
of the group from a trio founded by Tommy DeVito 
in the 1950s to a hit pop quartet in the 1960s and 
finally to a solo act for Frankie Valli 

• Along the way are girlfriends, wives, mobsters, 
various entertainers and music industry types. 

• A finale depicts the group’s induction into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1990.

ACT I: 
• “Ces Soirées-La” 
• “Silhouettes”  
• “You’re the Apple of My Eye” 
• “I Can’t Give You Anything But Love” 
• “Earth Angel” 
• “A Sunday Kind of Love” 
• “My Mother’s Eyes” 
• “Short Shorts” 
• “Nobody’s Mood for Love” 
• “Cry for Me” 
• Backup Sessions: “An Angel Cried,” 

“I Still Care,” “Trance”

Jersey Boys: Songs

ACT I: I: 
• “Sherry” 
• “Big Girls Don’t Cry” 
• “Walk Like a Man”  
• “December 1963 (Oh, What a Night)” 
• “My Boyfriend’s Back” 
• “My Eyes Adored You” 
• “Dawn (Go Away)”



ACT II: 
• “Big Man in Town” 
• “Beggin’” 
• Medley: “Stay,” “Let’s Hang On,” 

“Opus 17,” “Bye, Bye, Baby” 
• “Come On, Marianne” 
• “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” 
• “Working My Way Back to You” 
• “Fallen Angel” 
• “Rag Doll” 
• “Who Loves You”

Jersey Boys: Songs

Jersey Boys at the 2006 Tony 
Awards: 8 Nominations & 4 Wins

• Best Musical  

• Book of a Musical: Marshall Brickman & Rick Elice 

• Actor (Musical): John Lloyd Young 

• Featured Actor (Musical): Christian Hoff 

• Director (Musical): Des McAnuff 

• Orchestrations: Steve Orich 

• Scenic Design (Musical): Klara Zieglerova 

• Lighting Design (Musical): Howell Binkley



Movin’ Out (2002)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: James L. Nederlander, Hal Luftig, Scott E. 

Nederlander, Terry Allen Kramer, Clear Channel 
Entertainment, Emanuel Azenberg 

• Music & Lyrics: Billy Joel 
• Conceived & Directed by: Twyla Tharp 
• Choreographed by: Twyla Tharp 
• Scenic Design: Santo Loquasto 
• Costume Design: Suzy Benzinger 
• Lighting Design: Donal Holder 
• Sound Design: Brian Ruggles & Peter J. Fitzgerald 
• CAST: Michael Cavanaugh (lead vocals), John Selya, 

Ashley Tuttle, Elizabeth Parkinson, Keith Roberts, 
Scott Wise, Benjamin G. Bowman 

LENGTH OF RUN: 1,303 Performances

Tharp & Joel on Movin’ Out

from the documentary Twyla Moves • 2021 • [3:22]

https://youtu.be/IIQTEvIxfyA?si=3Zc277UpBlsk7T8_


CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Born on a farm in Indiana; moved to California 

• Studied dance and ballet in high school 

• 1963: degree from Barnard in art history, joined 
Paul Taylor Dance Company 

• Studied with Martha Graham and Merce 
Cunningham 

• 1965 Choreographed her first piece; formed 
“Twyla Tharp Dance” 

• 1971-1988: Toured extensively around the world 
(including ADF in Durham) 

• 1973 Created “Deuce Coupe” to music of Beach 
Boys for Joffrey Ballet

Twyla Tharp (b. 1941)

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
• 1976 Made Push Comes to Shove for Mikhail 

Baryshnikov—best example of “crossover ballet” 

• 1988 TTD merged with American Ballet Theatre, 
which has premiered 16 of her works 

• Has choreographed works for Paris Opera Ballet, 
New York City Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Hubbard Street 
Dance and Martha Graham Dance 

BROADWAY MUSICALS (as director & choreograher) 

• 1985 Singin’ in the Rain (score from film) 

• 2002 Movin’ Out (Billy Joel) 

• 2006 The Times They Are A-Changin’ (Dylan) 

• 2010 Come Fly Away (songs of Frank Sinatra)

Twyla Tharp (b. 1941)



CAREER HIGHLIGHTS : 
• American singer, songwriter and pianist 
• Born in the Bronx, grew up in Hicksville on 

Long Island 
• Dropped out of high school to pursue a 

music career, was briefly in two bands 
• Signed a record deal and released first 

album-Captain Jack-in 1971 
• Signed with Columbia Records and 

released Piano Man in 1973 
• 1977’s The Stranger sold 10M copies: 

• “Just the Way You Are” 
• “Movin’ Out (Anthony’s Song)” 
• “Only the Good Die Young” 
• “She’s Always a Woman” 
• “Scenes from an Italian Restaurant

Billy Joel (b. 1949)

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS : 
• 1978 album 52nd Street: #1 on Billboard 

200 and Grammy for Album of the Year 
• Has had 33 Top 40 hits in the US 
• Nominated for 23 Grammys, winning 6 
• Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame in 1999 
• 2013 Kennedy Center Honoree 

• Other notable songs include: 
• “It’s Still Rock and Roll to Me”  
• “Tell Her About It” 
• “Uptown Girl” 
• “The Longest Time” 
• “We Didn’t Start the Fire”

Billy Joel (b. 1949)



ACT II: 
• “Invention in C Minor” 
• “Angry Young Man” 
• “Big Shot” 
• “Big Man on Mulberry Street” 
• “Captain Jack” 
• “An Innocent Man” 
• “Pressure” 
• “Goodnight Saigon” 
• “Air (Dublinesque)” 
• “Shameless” 
• “James” 
• “The River of Dreams/                 

Keeping the Faith/ Only the              
Good Die Young (instr.)” 

• “I’ve Loved These Days”

ACT I: 
• “Scenes from an Italian Restaurant” 
• “Movin’ Out (Anthony’s Song)” 
• “Reverie (Villa D’Este)” 
• “Just the Way You Are” 
• “The Longest Time” 
• “Uptown Girl” 
• “This Night” 
• “Summer, Highland Falls” 
• “Waltz No. 1 (Nunley’s Carousel)” 
• “We Didn’t Start the Fire” 
• “She’s Got a Way”  
• “The Stranger” 
• “Elegy (The Great Peconic)”

Movin’ Out: Songs

Movin’ Out: Plot*
ACT I: Long Island in the ’60s 

• Prom queen & king Brenda and Eddie split 
while sweethearts James and Judy are ready 
to marry. 

• Tony is looking for love and finds it with 
Brenda. 

• The Vietnam War takes the men away; James 
dies in combat. 

• Tony and Eddie return home broken. 

• Judy grieves.

*From the show’s Playbill— 
there is no dialogue.



Movin’ Out: Plot*
ACT II: 

• The vets try to cobble their lives back together. 

• Tony can’t connect with Brenda; Eddie can’t 
connect with anyone. 

• Eddie spirals into drugs and “takes a tour 
through a nightmare of his past.” 

• Eddie encounters Judy in a park; her 
forgiveness allows him to set his life back on 
track. 

• Brenda and Tony rediscover their love. 

• “The friends reunite to discover that they have 
all found their way back home.”*From the show’s Playbill— 

there is no dialogue.

Movin’ Out at the 2003 Tony 
Awards: 10 Nominations & 2 Wins

• Best Musical  
• Actor (Musical): John Selya 
• Actress (Musical): Elizabeth Parkinson 
• Featured Actor (Musical):                        

Michael Cavanaugh, Keith Roberts 
• Featured Actress (Musical): Ashley Tuttle 
• Director (Musical): Twyla Tharp 
• Choreography: Twyla Tharp 
• Lighting Design: Donald Holder 
• Orchestrations: Billy Joel & Stuart Malina


