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OLLI at Duke • Fall Term 2025 • Alan Teasley, Instructor

Musicals 101: Broadway in the 21st Century

Today’s Focus
We will continue: 

Our exploration of the 269 musicals that opened on Broadway between 
2000 and 2020, focusing on five seasons of “other original musicals” 
(2010-2015). 

You will know: 
Examples of some of the controversies emerging in Broadway musical 
theatre during this period, as embodied by two shows: The Scottsboro 
Boys (2010) & Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark (2011). 
Creative teams, books, scores, and significance of three musicals that 
opened to acclaim during this period: The Book of Mormon (2011), 
Matilda the Musical (2013), & Fun Home (2015). 

You will appreciate and enjoy: 
Performances from each of the highlighted musicals 

You will consider: 
Whether these musicals will be among your choices for “Best Musicals 
of the Century”



Broadway Musicals (2010-2020)
Season Jukebox Musicals Revues Screen-to-Stage Revivals Other Original Musicals

2010-2011 Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert

Catch Me If You Can 
Sister Act

Anything Goes 
How to Succeed . . .

The Scottsboro Boys 
The Book of Mormon 

Spider Man: Turn Off the Dark

2011-2012 Nice Work If You Can Get It Once • Newsies 
Ghost: the Musical

The Gershwins’ Porgy 
and Bess • Follies

2012-2013 Motown: The Musical Bring It On! 
Kinky Boots

Pippin 
R & H’s Cinderella Matilda The Musical

2013-2014 Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical After Midnight

The Bridges of 
Madison County 

Aladdin
Les Misérables

A Gentleman’s Guide to  
Love and Murder 

Hedwig & the Angry Inch

2014-2015 An American in Paris Finding Neverland The King and I (Sher) 
On the Town

Fun Home • The Visit 
Something Rotten!

2015-2016 On Your Feet! School of Rock 
Waitress

The Color Purple (Doyle) 
Fiddler on the Roof (Sher)

2016-2017 Escape to Margaritaville Holiday Inn 
A Bronx Tale

Miss Saigon  
Hello, Dolly!

2017-2018 Summer: The Donna 
Summer Musical

Prince of 
Broadway

The Band’s Visit 
SpongeBob SquarePants

Once on This Island 
My Fair Lady 

Carousel

2018-2019
Ain’t Too Proud: The Life + 
Times of the Temptations 

The Cher Show

Pretty Woman 
King Kong 

Tootsie
Oklahoma! 

Kiss Me, Kate

2019-2020
Girl from the North Country 

Jagged Little Pill 
Moulin Rouge!

[no eligible shows]

2011 • 1,066 perfs 
2 Tony noms   

Dir. Julie Taymor*

2010 • 49 perfs 
12 Tony noms 

Dir. Susan Stroman

Two Controversial Musicals, 2010-15



KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Barry & Fran Weissler, Nederlander 

Presentations, Inc., The Shubert Orgainization, 
Vineyard Theatre 

• Music & Lyrics: John Kander & Fred Ebb  
• Book: David Thompson  
• Director: Susan Stroman 
• Choreography: Susan Stroman 
• Scenic Design: Beowulf Boritt 
• Costume Design: Toni-Leslie James 
• Lighting Design: Ken Billington 
• Sound Design: Peter Hylenski 
• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman 
• CAST: Joshua Henry, Colman Domingo, Forrest 

McClendon, Sharon Washington, John Cullum  
LENGTH OF RUN: 49 Performances (6 weeks)

The Scottsboro Boys (2010)

The Scottsboro Boys is their only work based on a real 
historical event. Its original title was Minstrel Show.

John Kander (b. 1927) & Fred Ebb (1928-2004)



The Scottsboro Boys: A True Story

The Scottsboro Boys: A True Story

Joshua Henry 
(Haywood Patterson)

• 1931 Alabama: Nine African-American boys, looking 
for work, ride an open freight car through rural 
Alabama. 

• After a report of fighting, the boys are pulled from 
the train, as are . . . 

• two  runaway white girls, who accuse the boys of 
rape. 

• The boys are tried, convicted, and sentenced to 
death, but the Supreme Court overturns their 
convictions. 

• A second trial is held in 1933.



The Scottsboro Boys: A True Story

Sharon Washington 
(A Lady)

• With the NAACP hesitant to take on a rape case, 
the Communist Party hires a NY lawyer to defend 
them in court.  

• Although one of the girls admits the boys are 
innocent, they are convicted and sent back to 
prison. 

• In 1937, after many trials and appeals, four of the 
younger boys are released; five remain in jail.  

• Heywood Patterson escapes, is arrested later for 
assault. He refuses to take a plea deal and dies in 
prison in 1952.

The Scottsboro Boys:  
Controversial Format: The Minstrel Show 

Interlocutor“End Men”—Mr. Bones & Mr. Tambo



—James Leve, Kander and Ebb  
(Yale Broadway Masters Series, 2009)

One Scholar’s Comments

• “By adopting [the form of the minstrel show], 
the writers are able to unpack various conflicts 
embedded in the Scottsboro Boys case, such 
as those between North and South, the poor 
and the middle class, and African-Americans 
and Jews. 

• The score, which is on the surface a pastiche 
of popular songs, is, in effect, is a self-reflexive 
critique of art and racism. 

• “Their most direct assault on racial prejudice 
in America and their most unsettling work.”

David Thompson  
(Author of the Musical's Book)

“This was the embodiment of [Kander 
and Ebb’s approach to musicals], which 
is, we are going to entertain you, and you 
are going to have fun, but at the same 
time we’re going to lead you to a place 
that is very dangerous and very 
controversial, and what you take out of 
this, where you get, you’re going to have 
to sort out yourself.”



John Kander’s Comment:

“It has something in it to 
offend absolutely everybody.”  

—NPR interview, 2006

The Scottsboro Boys: Songs

• “That’s Not the Way We Do Things” 
• “Never Too Late” 
• “Financial Advice” 
• “Southern Days” 
• “Chain Gang” 
• “Zat So?” 
• “You Can’t Do Me” 
• “The Scottsboro Boys”

• “Minstrel March” 
• “Hey, Hey, Hey, Hey! 
• “Commencing in Chattanooga” 
• “Alabama Ladies” 
• “Nothin’” 
• “Electric Chair” 
• “Go Back Home” 
• “Shout!” 
• “Make Friends With the Truth”



“Commencing in Chattanooga”

Rodney Hicks, Joshua Henry & the Original Broadway Cast  
The Scottsboro Boys • 2011 Tony Awards Broadcast • [4:00]

“Go Back Home”

Brandon Victor Dixon  
(Original Off-Broadway actor who played Haywood)

https://youtu.be/vyyRpEA3EGs
https://youtu.be/mS7VkHNKN6M


The Scottsboro Boys: “Southern Days”

John Cullum and the Original Off-Broadway Cast • [3:33]

The Scottsboro Boys at the 2011  
Tony Awards: 12 Nominations & No Wins

• Best Musical 

• Direction (Musical): Susan Stroman 

• Choreography: Susan Stroman 

• Book (Musical): David Thompson 

• Original Score: John Kander & Fred Ebb 

• Actor (Musical):  Joshua Henry 

• Featured Actor (Musical): Colman Domingo, 
Forrest McClendon 

• Scenic Design (Musical): Beowulf Boritt 

• Lighting Design (Musical): Ken Billington 

• Sound Design (Musical): Peter Hylenski 

• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman



KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Michael Cohl & Jeremiah J. Harris, 

others & Sony Pictures, “by special 
arrangement with Marvel Entertainment.” 

• Music & Lyrics: Bono & The Edge 
• Book: Julie Taymor, Glen Berger, Roberto-

Aguirre-Sacasa  
• Original Director: Julie Taymor 
• Choreography: Daniel Ezralow 
• Scenic Design: George Tsypin 
• Costume Design: Eiko Ishioka 
• Lighting Design: Donald Holder 
• Sound Design: Jonathan Deans 
• Orchestrations: David Campbell 
• CAST: Reeve Carney, Patrick Page, Jennifer 

Damiano, and 18 “aerialists” 
LENGTH OF RUN: 1,066 Performances (2.5 years)

Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark (2011)

Reeve Carney 
(Peter Parker)

Reeve Carney (Spider-Man) 
Jennifer Damiano (Mary Jane Watson

Patrick Page 
(Green Goblin)

Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark: The Story

https://youtu.be/5hyaSacOD0o?si=FBvzKt8dEANOYlp3


Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark:  
Records Broken

• Most expensive Broadway production: $75 million 
• Reached a million audience members faster than 

any production in history 
• Broke record for single-week gross: $2.9 million 
• Highest number of preview performances: 182 
• Even with total gross box office receipts of $250 

million, it lost $60 million when it closed, making 
it the “biggest flop in the history of Broadway” 
(according to Glen Berger, co-book writer). 

• Contributing factors: large cast, technological 
innovations for its special effects and flying 
stunts, renovation of the theater, and changes 
demanded by Marvel during show’s development.

Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark:  
Other Issues

• Director Julie Taymor wanted the show in a 
stadium or circus, but it ended up in a Broadway 
theater. 

• Forty stagehands and 18 “aerialists” were 
needed for the flying effects. 

• Though Marvel demanded control of many 
elements, the company contributed no funds. 

• Artistically, the show was in trouble because the 
funders did not like Taymor’s dark, mythic vision 
for the story. 

• Taymor was fired; in turn she sued the producers 
and several of her co-writers. She won and 
retained title of director (and the royalties). 



Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark:  
A Sample of Reviews

• “A spectacle for the ages” 
• “The best Act Two on Broadway” 
• “An imbecilic entertainment for nap-loving 

preschoolers” 
• “A fun family show” 
• “Definitely worth the wait” 
• “A bloated monster with bad music” 
• “Just a bore” 
• “Never boring”

Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark at the 2012  
Tony Awards: 2 Nominations & No Wins

• Scenic Design (Musical): 
George Tsypin 

• Costume Design (Musical): 
Eiko Ishioka



2015 • 708 perfs 
1 Tony win 

Dir. Casey Nicholaw 

2010 • 5,415+ perfs 
8 Tony wins (Best Musical)  

Dir. Michael Mayer

2015 • 583 perfs 
5 Tony wins (Best Musical 

Dir. Sam Gold

2013 • 1,554 perfs 
4 Tony wins  

Dir. Matthew Warchus

Original Musicals, 2010-2015

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Kevin McCollum, Broadway Global 

Ventures, Jam Theatricals, Jujamcyn Theaters 
• Music & Lyrics: Wayne Kirkpatrick & Karey 

Kirkpatrick 
• Book: Karey Kirkpatrick & John O’Farrell 
• Direction: Casey Nicholaw 
• Choreography: Casey Nicholaw 
• Scenic Design: Scott Pask 
• Costume Design: Gregg Barnes 
• Lighting Design: Jeff Croiter 
• Sound Design: Pater Hylenski 
• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman 
• CAST: Brian d’Arcy James, John Cariani, Christian 

Borle, Heidi Blickenstaff, Brad Oscar, Kate 
Reinders, Brooks Ashmanskas 

LENGTH OF RUN: 708 Performances (1.7 years)

Something Rotten (2015)



Something Rotten (2015): The Story

John Cariani (Nigel Bottom) 
Brian d’Arcy James (Nick Bottom)

Christian Borle  
(Will Shakespeare)

Brad Oscar 
(Nostradamus)

Something Rotten! at the 2015  
Tony Awards: 10 Nominations & 1 Win

• Best Musical  
• Book (Musical): Karey Kirkpatrick &         

John O’Farrell 
• Original Score: Wayne Kirkpatrick &        

Karey Kirkpatrick 
• Actor (Musical): Brian d’Arcy James 
• Featured Actor (Musical): Christian Borle, 

Brad Oscar 
• Choreography: Casey Nicholaw  
• Direction (Musical): Casey Nicholaw 
• Costume Design (Musical): Gregg Barnes 
• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman



KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Anne Garefino, Scott Rudin, Roger Berlind, 

Sonia Friedman Productions & others 
• Music & Lyrics: Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, Matt Stone 
• Book: Trey Parker, Robert Lopez & Matt Stone 
• Direction: Casey Nicholaw & Trey Parker 
• Choreography: Casey Nicholaw 
• Scenic Design: Scott Pask 
• Costume Design: Ann Roth 
• Lighting Design: Brian MacDevitt 
• Sound Design: Brian Ronan 
• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman & Stephen Oremus 
• CAST: Josh Gad, Andrew Rannells, Nikki M. James, 

Rory O’Malley, Michael Potts, Brian Tyree Henry 
LENGTH OF RUN: 5,415+ Perfs (14.5+ years)

The Book of Mormon (2011)

Trey Parker (b. 1969) & Matt Stone (b. 1971)

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Both are actors, animators, writers, 

producers, directors, and musicians  

• Best know for creating the animated 
television series South Park (1997-
present) 

• Their films include Orgazmo (1997), 
South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut 
(1999), and Team America: World 
Police (2004) 

• The Book of Mormon (2011) is now in 
its 15th year on Broadway and is the 11th 
longest running musical there

Matt Stone & Trey Parker



Robert Lopez (b. 1975) 
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Youngest person ever to achieve the EGOT; has 

won all four awards more than once: 2 Oscars, 
3 Tonys, 3 Grammys and 4 Emmys 

• Scores for Broadway: 
• 2003 Avenue Q—Tony Award for Score 
• 2011 The Book of Mormon—with Trey Parker & 

Matt Stone—Tonys for score and book  
• 2018 Frozen—wrote score with his wife, Kristen 

Anderson-Lopez (KAL) 

• Songs and scores for films: 
• 2011 Winnie the Pooh (Disney film)-with KAL 
• 2013 Frozen (score with KAL)—“Let It Go” won 

Oscar for Best Original Song 
• 2017 Coco (with KAL)—“Remember Me” won Oscar 

for Best Original Song

Elder  Price (Andrew Rannells) and Elder Cunningham (Josh Gad)  
are assigned to complete their mission in Uganda instead of Orlando.  

Their faith is tested sorely.

The Book of Mormon: The Story



ACT I: 
• “Hello!” 
• “Two By Two” 
• “You and Me (But Mostly Me)” 
• “Hasa Diga Eebowai” 
• “Turn It Off” 
• “I Am Here for You” 
• “All-American Prophet” 
• “Sal Tlay Ka Siti” 
• “Man Up”

The Book of Mormon (2011): Songs

ACT II: 
• “Making Things Up Again” 
• “Spooky Mormon Hell Dream” 
• “I Believe” 
• “Baptize Me” 
• “I Am Africa” 
• “Joseph Smith American Moses” 
• “Tomorrow Is a Latter Day”

The Book of Mormon: 
Performances



The Book of Mormon at the 2011  
Tony Awards: 14 Nominations & 9 Wins

• Best Musical  
• Book (Musical): Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, &       

Matt Stone 
• Original Score: Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, &        

Matt Stone 
• Actor (Musical): Josh Gad, Andrew Rannells 
• Featured Actor (Musical): Rory O’Malley 
• Featured Actress (Musical): Nikki M. James 
• Choreography: Casey Nicholaw  
• Direction (Musical): Casey Nicholaw & Trey Parker 
• Scenic Design (Musical): Scott Pask 
• Costume Design (Musical): Ann Roth 
• Lighting Design (Musical): Brian MacDevitt 
• Sound Design (Musical): Brian Ronan 
• Orchestrations: Larry Hochman & Stephen Oremus

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: The Royal Shakespeare Company, 

The Dodgers 
• Music & Lyrics: Tim Minchin 
• Book: Dennis Kelly, based on the novel by 

Roald Dahl 
• Direction: Matthew Warchus 
• Choreography: Peter Darling 
• Scenic & Costume Design: Rob Howell 
• Lighting Design: Hugh Vanstone 
• Sound Design: Simon Baker 
• Orchestrations: Christopher Nightingale 
• Cast: Bertie Carvel, Lauren Ward, Sophie 

Gennusa, Oona Laurence, Bailey Ryon, Milly 
Shapiro,* Gabriel Ebert, Lesli Margherita 

LENGTH OF RUN: 1,554 Performances (3.75 years)

Matilda (2013)

*The Matildas



Tim Minchin (b. 1975) 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Australian comedian, actor, writer, musician, 

poet, composer, and songwriter 

• Born in Northampton, England, to Australian 
parents, he was raised in Perth. 

• Graduated from University of Western Australia 
in 1996 with a degree in English and theatre 

• In 1998, he earned an Advanced Diploma in 
contemporary music from the Western 
Australian Academy of Performing Arts. 

• “I’m a good musician for a comedian and I’m a 
good comedian for a musician, but if I had to 
do any of them in isolation I dunno.”

Matilda The Musical: The Story

• Based on the novel Matilda by British 
author Roald Dahl 

• Matilda Wormwood is a precocious 5-
year-old girl with telekinetic powers 

• Her self-absorbed parents neglect her, 
and Miss Trunchbull, the headmistress of 
her school, terrorizes her. 

• In spite of this, with the help of her 
teacher Miss Honey, she develops a love 
for reading. 

• [This is a mere fragment of the plot. After 
many complications and puns on the phrase 
“revolting children,” the story does manage to 
produce a happy ending.]



ACT I: 
• “Miracle” 
• “Naughty” 
• “School Song” 
• “Pathetic” 
• “The Hammer” 
• “The Chokey Chant” 
• “Loud” 
• “This Little Girl” 
• “Bruce”

Matilda The Musical (2013): Songs

ACT II: 
• “Telly” 
• “When I Grow Up” 
• “I’m Here” 
• “The Smell of Rebellion” 
• “Quiet” 
• “My House” 
• “Revolting Children”

Matilda The Musical: 
Performances



Matilda The Musical at the 2013  
Tony Awards: 12 Nominations & 4 Wins

• Best Musical  
• Book (Musical): Dennis Kelly 
• Original Score: Tim Minchin 
• Actor (Musical): Bertie Carvel 
• Featured Actor (Musical): Gabriel Ebert 
• Featured Actress (Musical): Lauren Ward 
• Choreography: Peter Darling  
• Direction (Musical): Matthew Warchus 
• Scenic Design (Musical): Rob Howell 
• Costume Design (Musical): Rob Howell 
• Lighting Design (Musical): Hugh Vanstone 
• Orchestrations: Christopher Nightingale 
• Tony Honor for Excellence in Theatre: The 

four Matildas (non-competitive award)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM: 
• Producers: Fox Theatricals, Barbara Whitman, 

Carole Shorenstein Hays, Tom Casserly, others 
• Music by: Jeanine Tesori 
• Lyrics by: Lisa Kron 
• Book: Lisa Kron, based on the graphic memoir 

by Alison Bechdel 
• Direction: Sam Gold 
• Choreography: Danny Mefford 
• Scenic & Costume Design: David Zinn 
• Lighting Design: Ben Stanton 
• Sound Design: Kai Harada 
• Orchestrations: John Clancy 
• CAST: Michael Cerveris, Judy Kuhn, Sydney 

Lucas, Beth Malone, Emily Skeggs 
LENGTH OF RUN: 583 Performances (~1.5 years)

Fun Home (2015)



Alison Bechdel (b. 1960)

• Author, cartoonist 

• Born in Lock Haven, PA 

• Daughter of Helen and Bruce Bechdel: 

• Father a high school English teacher and 
mortician, operating a funeral home  . . .  

• . . . in which the family lived 

• Mother an actress and teacher 

• Alison earned a degree from Oberlin College 
in studio arts and art history (1981) 

• Started Dykes to Watch Out For  as a 
series of single panel cartoons

Jeanine Tesori (b. 1961)

EARLY LIFE & EDUCATION: 
• Grew up on Long Island, one of four girls in 

a Sicilian American family 
• Saw Godspell, her first off-Broadway 

musical, when she was 14. She discovered 
“I don’t want to be anywhere else.” 

• Graduated from Barnard College, where 
she switched her major from pre-med to 
music 

• Took various jobs in NY theater: arranger, 
conductor, keyboard player 

• Composed first musical Violet in 1997 
(off-Broadway, with Brian Crawley)—won 
Obie Award



Jeanine Tesori (b. 1961)

MUSICAL THEATRE SCORES: 
• 2000: Thoroughly Modern Millie (eleven new 

songs-with lyricist Dick Scanlan) 

• 2004: Caroline, or Change (with Tony Kushner) 

• 2008: Shrek the Musical (with David Lindsay-
Abaire) 

• 2011: Fun Home (with Lisa Kron)—Tony Award 

• 2018: Soft Power (with David Henry Hwang) 

• 2021: Kimberly Akimbo (with David Lindsay-
Abaire)—Tony Award (first female composer 
to win that award twice) 

• 2023: Grounded (an opera with libretto by George 
Brant ) opened at the Metropolitan Opera 

Lisa Kron (b. 1961)

• Actress, playwright, lyricist 

• Born in Ann Arbor, Michigan; father Walter Kron is 
a Holocaust survivor, his parents having sent him 
out of Germany via the Kindertransport program. 

• Interested in theater from an early age; majored 
in theatre at Kalamazoo College 

• Moved to NY in 1984 

• With four other women, in 1989 she founded a 
theater company—The Five Lesbian Brothers—
which performs satiric works from a feminist 
and lesbian perspective.  

• Teaches playwrighting at Yale and New York 
University

Jeanine Tesori & Lisa Kron



Fun Home: The Family is the Story



[1:13]

• “It All Comes Back (Opening)” 
• “Welcome to Our House on 

Maple Avenue” 
• “Not Too Bad” 
• “Come to the Fun Home” 
• “Helen’s Étude” 
• “Party Dress” 
• “Changing My Major”

Fun Home (2015): Songs

• “Maps”  
• “Raincoat of Love” 
• “Pony Girl” 
• “Ring of Keys” 
• “Days and Days” 
• “Telephone Wire” 
• “Edges of the World” 
• “Flying Away (Finale)”

https://youtu.be/-Qlagsg5LT8?si=_-BOu5a9-NuYN-ds




Fun Home: “Ring of Keys”

Sydney Lucas & Beth Malone • 2015 Tony Awards Telecast • [3:59]

Fun Home: “Days and Days”

Rebecca Luker on playing Helen & singing this song  [4:18]

https://youtu.be/pMAuesRJm1E
https://youtu.be/dcAqCMCohto?si=GLW0hoOS2mW044wH&t=20


Fun Home at the 2011  
Tony Awards: 12 Nominations & 5 Wins

• Best Musical  
• Book (Musical): Lisa Kron 
• Original Score: Jeanine Tesori & Lisa Kron 
• Actor (Musical): Michael Cerveris 
• Actress (Musical): Beth Malone 
• Featured Actress (Musical): Judy Kuhn, 

Sydney Lucas, Emily Skeggs 
• Direction (Musical): Sam Gold 
• Scenic Design (Musical): David Zinn 
• Lighting Design (Musical): Ben Stanton 
• Orchestrations: John Clancy

History is made at the 2015 Tony Awards!  
(But during a commercial break in the telecast)

Lisa Kron & Jeanine Tesori accept the Tony Award for Best Original Score


