
Class 6 • Berlin’s Top 25; Porter’s Early Life & Career
OLLI Winter Term 2023 • Alan Teasley, Instructor

Broadway’s Silver Age, Part 2

Irving Berlin Cole Porter

Today’s Focus
You will have:


The results of our “Top 25 Berlin Songs” survey

You will know about:


Cole Porter’s early life, some of his earliest songs, 
and how relatively late he came to Broadway 
success.

The creative teams, scores, and reception of Porter’s  
early hit shows, focusing on Fifty Million 
Frenchmen (1929) & The New Yorkers (1930)


You will—once again—experience:

The high spirits of musical comedies in the 1920s.


You will begin to collect . . .

Your favorite Porter songs.

“Essential” Irving Berlin

Our Selection of his “Top 25” Songs
60 years • 20 Broadway Shows & Revues • 15 Movie Scores • 1500+ Songs

Cole Porter (1891-1964)

Active Career: 1915-1958
43 years • 26 Broadway Shows & Revues • 14 Movie/TV Scores • 800+ Songs

Broadway’s Silver Age, Part 2

6. Early life; Revues & Shows of 
the 1920s


7. Anything Goes: 1934


8. Broadway & Hollywood: 1930s


9. Kiss Me, Kate & Broadway 
Shows of the 1940s


10. Broadway & Hollywood: 1950s Cole Porter

• Opening 
Chapter

You’re The Top: 
The Cole Porter Story 

  
Written & Directed by Allan Albert 

American Masters/PBS (1990)

[12:00]

https://youtu.be/kWQ4YYrorzc?t=157


LIFE EVENTS, 1891-1905:

• Born in Peru, Indiana


• Parents were Katie Cole, daughter of 
wealthy businessman J. O. Cole, and 
Samuel Porter, a druggist.


• Mother was intercessor with domineering 
grandfather and supported Cole’s desire 
to pursue music. 


• Learned violin at age 6, piano at 8.


• Wrote his first song at 10


• Cole was closer to his mother than to his 
father, though father had some musical 
talent and loved poetry.

Cole Porter (1891-1964)
LIFE EVENTS, 1905-1914:


• 1905 Goes east to attend Worcester 
Academy in New England, returning 
only sporadically to Indiana


• Takes a piano with him to school.


• Class of 1909 valedictorian


• Enters Yale College, where he majors in 
English and minors in music


• Very active in Glee Club, Whiffenpoofs, 
and musical theater


• Graduates in 1913; enrolls in Harvard 
Law School, switches to music after 
one year

Cole Porter (1891-1964)

Porter at Worcester

Cole Porter at Yale (1909-1914)

Porter in Yale Glee Club

Cole Porter at Yale (1909-1914)

Porter & Whiffenpoofs

Cole Porter at Yale (1909-1914)

Porter & Fellow CheerleadersFIGHT SONG 1 FIGHT SONG 2

1915

• [July] Hands Up (52 Performances)—one song: “As I Love You” 

(“Esmerelda”) into score

1916

• [March] See America First (15 Perfs)—with T. Lawrason Riggs

1917

• Moves to Paris & joins war effort: works for Duryea Relief organization; 

joins French Foreign Legion

1918

• [January] Meets Linda Lee Thomas

1919

• [October] Hitchy-Koo of 1919 (56 Performances): The song “Old-

Fashioned Garden” is his biggest hit yet

• [December] Marries Linda 


Cole Porter 1915-1919

Blue = Broadway/New York; Green = London; Lavender = Movie



1920-1922

• Cole and Linda Porter spend time in Paris and Venice and travel widely, 

including to London and the US.

• Porter studies at the Schola Cantorum, Paris

1923

• [February] Porter’s grandfather dies;  Cole receives $2 million.

• [October]Porter composes Within the Quota—a jazz ballet—which 

premieres on same program with Milhaud’s La Création du Monde 
1924

• [September] Porter writes most of the score for Greenwich Village 

Follies of 1924 (127 performances), but by the time it closes, all of his 
songs have been dropped.

Cole Porter 1920-1924

Blue = Broadway/New York; Green = London; Lavender = Movie

The Porters’ Residence in Venice: 

Palazzo Rezzonico

Within the Quota (1923)

A Jazz Ballet • Commissioned by Les Ballets Suédois 

Scenario by Gerald Murphy • Orchestration by Charles Koechlin

1928

• [October] Paris (195 Performances)—Porter’s first hit show (he is 36 

years old)

1929

• [March] The revue Wake Up and Dream opens in London (263 Perfs)

• [November] Fifty Million Frenchmen (254 Performances)

• [November] The Battle of Paris (two Porter songs)

• [December] Wake Up and Dream (136 Performances)

1930

• [December] The New Yorkers (168 Performances)


Cole Porter 1928-1930

Blue = Broadway/New York; Green = London; Lavender = Movie

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Raymond Hitchcock

• Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

• Book by: George V. Hobart 

• Director: Julian Alford

• Actors: Raymond Hitchcock,Lilian Kemble 

Cooper, Ruth Mitchell, Joe Cook,  
Florence O’Denishawn


NOTABLE SONGS:

• “Old-Fashioned Garden”

LENGTH OF RUN: 56 Performances

Hitchy-Koo of 1919 (1919)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producers: Gilbert Miller & E. Ray Goetz

• Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

• Book: Martin Brown

• Director: William H. Gilmore

• Actors: Irene Bordoni, Arthur Margetson, 

Louise Closser Hale


NOTABLE SONGS:

• “Let’s Do It, Let’s Fall in Love”

• “Let’s Misbehave” (dropped)


LENGTH OF RUN: 195 Performances

Paris (1928)



KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Arch Selwyn

• Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter (among 

others)

• Book by: John Hastings Turner

• Director: Frank Collins

• Actors: Jack Buchanan, Jessie Matthews, 

Tilly Losch

NOTABLE SONGS:

• “Which Is the Right Life” (“Which?”)

• “What Is this Thing Called Love?”

• “I’m a Gigolo”

LENGTH OF RUN: 136 Performances

Wake Up and Dream (1928)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Produced by: E. Ray Goetz

• Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

• Book: Herbert Fields

• Directed by: Monty Woolley

• Choreographed by: Larry Ceballos 

• Scenic Design: Norman Bel Geddes

• Costume Design: Brooks Costume 

Company & jJmes Reynolds

• Actors: William Caxton, Genevieve Tobin, 

Helen Broderick, 

LENGTH OF RUN: 254 Performances

Fifty Million Frenchmen (1929)

• A spoof of American tourists 
abroad


• Plot: a wager with a catch: Peter 
bets one of his friends fifty 
thousand dollars he can win the 
girl Looloo on charm alone (and by 
a deadline of course)


• High silliness ensues, but the 
songs are charming.

Fifty Million Frenchmen: Story Fifty Million Frenchmen: The Songs

Act II:

“Somebody’s Going to Throw a 
Big Party”

“It Isn’t Done”

“I’m In Love”

Let’s Step Out”

“The Tale of the Oyster”

“Paree, What Did You Do to Me?”

“You Don’t Know Paree”

“I’m Unlucky at Gambling”

Act I:

“A Toast to Volstead”

“You Do Something to Me”

“The American Express”

“You’ve Got That Thing”

“Find Me a Primitive Man”

“Where Would You Get Your Coat?”

‘Do You Want to See Paris?”

“At Longchamps Today”

“Yankee Doodle”

“The Happy Heaven of Harlem”

“Why Shouldn’t I Have You?”

Ethan Mordden on Fifty Million Frenchmen

“All Porter’s earlier scores had been spotty, 
with good things here and there but no 
through-line of excellence. Here, Porter 
reached consistency. . . .

“ In all this, Porter is wry, yes, but, more 
important, he is the voice of the age, the 
year, the minute. Does he typify Broadway’s 
more adult attitude, or is he creating it?”


—Ethan Mordden, Make Believe:  
The Broadway Musical in the 1920s, 1997

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Produced by: E. Ray Goetz

• Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter (plus 5 songs by 

Jimmy Durante)

• Book: Herbert Fields (based on a story by E. 

Ray Goetz & Peter Arno

• Directed by: Monty Woolley

• Choreographed by: George Hale

• Scenic Design: Dale Stetson (based on 

Peter Arno drawings)

• Costume Design: Charles Le Maire & Peter 

Arno

• Actors: Hope Williams, Charles King, Jimmy 

Durante

• LENGTH OF RUN: 168 Performances

The New Yorkers (1930)



• New York City, 1930

• Three couples out on the town: a 

snooty older pair, distracted young 
people, and a renegade heiress 
(Hope) with a fedora-wearing crook 


• Settings include: a speakeasy, Sing 
Sing prison, Reuben’s restaurant and 
other New York haunts.


• Supporting characters include 
alduterers, entertainers, bootleggers, 
and V. I. P.s

The New Yorkers: Story The New Yorkers: The Songs*

Act II:

“Sheikin Fool” (JD)

“Let’s Fly Away”

“I Happen to Like New York”

“Sing Sing for Sing Sing”

“Data” (JD)

“Take Me Back to Manhattan”

Act I:

“Go Into Your Dance”

“The Hot Patata” (JD)

“Where Have You Been?”

“Say It With Gin”

“Venice”

“Love for Sale”

“Drinking Song” (Fred Waring & 
Charles Henderson)

“The Great Indoors”

“Money” (JD)

“Wood” (JD)

* JD=Jimmy Durante

Ethan Mordden on The New Yorkers

“With The New Yorkers we have stars and 
songs, but also a novel idea for the libretto, one to 
create unique events not seen in other shows. . . .

“This mating of the rich and the lawless was The 
New Yorkers’ concept: the corruption of urban 
life is found not at the bottom of the human scale 
but at the top, where money is morality. . . .

“Billed as ‘a sociological musical satire . . . the 
entire evening is cast as [heiress Hope Williams’s] 
dream; one character keeps getting shot dead 
and keeps reappearing. Still, the action is 
otherwise naturalistic.“


—Ethan Mordden, Sing for Your Supper:  
The Broadway Musical in the 1930s, 2005

Preview of Class 7:
Anything Goes (1934)

Links to lyrics and playlists will be on the course website by Sunday evening.

https://www.musicals-101.com

