
Jerome Kern Top 20 Favorite Songs 
Survey Results

BY THE NUMBERS:

28 responses received


90 songs on the survey


59 songs got at least one vote (65%)


Top 20 songs had at least 10 votes each


12 shows or films had songs on the list


#1 song had 27 votes (96%)
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20 SONGS SPREAD AMONG 12 WORKS:

Show Boat (4)—33% of list

Roberta [stage & film] (3)—25%

Swing Time  (3)—25% 

Music in the Air  (2)—17% 

Eight Productions Had 1 Song Each: 

• The Girl from Utah • Sally •  Oh, Boy! 
• Oh, Lady! Lady!! • Lady, Be Good! 
• Very Warm for May • Cover Girl   
• High, Wide and Handsome 
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EIGHT WRITERS PROVIDED LYRICS :

• Oscar Hammerstein II (9)


• P. G. Wodehouse (3)


• Dorothy Fields (3)


• Fields with Jimmy McHugh (2)


• Harry B. Smith (1) 


• Otto Harbach (1)


• B. G. DeSylva (1)


• Ira Gershwin (1)
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COUNTDOWN: rank, “title” (votes)

#20  “The Song Is You” (10)

#19  “The Folks Who Live on the Hill” (11)

#16  “Bill” (Wodehouse, 1918) (14)

#16  “Bill” (Wodehouse & Hammerstein, 1927) (14)

#16  “Till the Clouds Roll By” (14) 

#14  “Lovely to Look At” (15) 

#14  “I’ve Told Every Little Star” (15)

#12  “Long Ago (And Far Away)” (16)

#12  “They Didn’t Believe Me” (16)
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COUNTDOWN: rank, “title” (votes)

#10 “Make Believe” (18)

#10 “A Fine Romance” (18)

#9  “Pick Yourself Up” (20)

#8  “All the Things You Are” (21)

#7  “The Last Time I Saw Paris” (24)

#4  “Look for the Silver Lining” (25)

#4  “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man” (25)

#4  “I Won’t Dance” (25)

#2  “Ol’ Man River” (26)

#2  “The Way You Look Tonight” (26)
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#1

“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes”

Roberta (1933 stage, 1935 film)


On 27 lists (96%)
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