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NOTE: Based on the original 1948 Broadway production, with music and lyrics by Cole Porter 
and book by Samuel and Bella Spewack, as published in American Musicals: Eight Broadway 
Classics, 1927-1949 (Laurence Maslon, Ed., The Library of America, 2014)


SETTING 
The action takes place in at Ford’s Theatre, Baltimore, on the opening night of a pre-New York 
tryout of a musical version of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew. It starts in late afternoon 
at the end of a run-through of the play; it closes about midnight after the performance.


PRINCIPAL CAST 
The Players: Their Roles in The Taming of the Shrew: 

Frederick Graham 	 Petruchio (also the Director)	 	 	 

Lilli Vaness	 	 Katharine (“Kate”)

Lois Lane 	 	 Bianca		 	 

Bill Calhoun 	 	 Lucentio	 	 	 

Unnamed Actors	 Gremio, Hortensio, Two Suitors	 	 


SYNOPSIS 

The following scene synopsis captures the action and songs occurring in two dimensions: 
offstage and within Shrew.


Act I

The Offstage Story The Taming of the Shrew
Scene 1: Stage of Ford Theatre, Baltimore, June 
1948, 5:00 pm. It is hot. Actors and stagehands have 
just finished a run-through of The Taming of the 
Shrew. Frederick Graham—actor, director and 
“superman”—is listening to the overture. Lilli Vanessi
—movie star and former wife of Fred—is seething. 
Not only is it the first anniversary of their divorce, but 
Lois Lane, the actress playing Bianca in Shrew, is 
obviously involved with Fred. Fred stages the curtain 
call. One actor—Bill Calhoun, who plays Lucentio—
is absent. Fred makes a speech to the cast and 
exits. The ensemble, led by Lilli’s maid Hattie, sings 
“Another Op’nin’, Another Show.”

Scene 2: The corridor backstage. Lois is trying to 
locate Bill (apparently her primary boyfriend). Bill 
enters, requesting money for a cab. He’s been out 
gambling—losing big money—and signing Fred’s 
name on the IOUs. Lois sings “Why Can’t You 
Behave?”
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Scene 3: Dressing rooms of Fred and Lilli. Half hour 
before curtain. Fred and Lilli argue. Lilli is on the 
phone with Harrison Howell, the chief investor in the 
show and an advisor to the President. Fred and Lilli 
reminisce about the early days of their marriage, 
when they had no money, and both had chorus parts 
in a Viennese operetta. There was a waltz in that 
show that they now sing: “Wunderbar.” A kiss at the 
end of the song indicates they still love each other. 
Lilli retires.Two Men enter and confront Fred with his 
gambling debt. Flowers arrive and they are delivered 
to Lilli. She assumes they are from Fred. (They are, 
but intended for Lois.) Lilli sings “So In Love.” Hattie 
finds the card for the flowers, but before Lilli can 
read it, Fred intervenes. Places everyone!

Scene 4: Padua. In front of the curtain (a map 
of Italy), cast members sing the opening song 
of the play-within-the-play: “We Open in 
Venice.” 

Scene 5: Street scene, Padua, market day, in 
front of Baptista’s house. Bianca (played by 
Lois) enters, followed by three suitors: Gremio, 
Hortensio, and Lucentio (played by Bill). 
Baptista restates his policy: younger daughter 
Bianca cannot marry until his older daughter 
Katharine (played by Lilli) is wed. Bianca’s 
suitors woo Bianca with a song, but she 
declares she will wed any “Tom, Dick, or 
Harry.” Bianca gives Lucentio a rose, and he 
dances. Enter Petruchio (friend of Lucentio), 
who announces “I've Come to Wive It 
Wealthily in Padua.” Lucentio suggests that 
Petruchio wed Katharine, thus clearing the way 
for him to woo Bianca. Kate enters, arguing 
with her sister and yelling at her father. She 
sings  “I Hate Men.” Petruchio approaches 
Baptista and asks to marry Kate. To an unseen 
Kate he sings “Were Thine That Special 
Face.” Kate enters, and it is clear that Lilli has 
read Fred’s note and knows the flowers were 
not for her. Shakespeare’s wooing scene 
continues, but with an undercurrent of Lilli’s 
fury. As Petruchio spanks Kate, we cut 
immediately to  . . .

Scene 6: Backstage. Lilli and Fred continue their 
battle. Lilli announces she is leaving the show.
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Scene 7: Dressing rooms. Lilli calls Harrison, says 
she’s being brutalized and needs an ambulance. The 
Gunmen return. Fred tells them that Lilli is quitting, 
that the show will be cancelled and, without the box 
office receipts, Fred will be unable to honor his IOU. 
The Gunmen talk to Lilli in an attempt to “persuade” 
her to continue in the show.

Scene 8: Front of Shrew curtain. A dance 
number ensues (“I Sing of Love”), opening up 
into . . . 

Scene 9: Exterior Church. A tarantella 
commences. Kate and Petruchio enter, the 
wedding having taken place. The two Gunmen 
are now costumed and sticking close to Lilli/
Kate. Petruchio, Kate, and ensemble sing 
“Kiss Me, Kate” and the curtain falls.

Act II
Scene 1: Theatre alley. To escape the heat Shrew’s 
ensemble gets some air in the alley Paul, Fred’s 
valet, begins singing “Too Darn Hot”—an elaborate 
dance number.

Scene 2: Before the Shrew curtain. Fred makes an 
announcement to the audience about what they 
were supposed to have seen in this scene, but “Miss 
Vanessi is unable to ride the mule this evening. We 
are, therefore, continuing with the next sene, which 
takes place in Petruchio’s house.”

Scene 3: : Petruchio’s House. The scene is 
straight from Shakespeare (well, maybe a bit 
abridged): Petruchio starves and berates Kate 
in an attempt to tame her. Lilli is still being 
“attended” by the Gunment in Shrew 
costumes. Petruchio sings “Where Is the Life 
that Late I Led?”

Scene 4: The corridor backstage. Harrison Howell 
arrives to rescue Lilli with an ambulance, doctor, and 
nurse. Lois recognizes him as a former “boyfriend.” 
Bill overhears Lois reminiscing about her affair with 
Harrison and complains to Lois, who sings “Always 
True to You in My Fashion.”

Scene 5: Dressing rooms of Fred and Lilli. Harrison is 
on the phone in Lilli’s room instructing his assistant 
in the details of his upcoming wedding to Lilli. Fred 
describes the horrible, boring life Lilli will lead with 
Harrison, who confirms every detail.
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Scene 6: The corridor backstage. Bill and four 
chorus girls sing “Bianca.” The Gunmen find out 
that Fred’s creditor has been “eliminated” and that 
they will therefore be departing. Llilli is free to leave, 
which she does (though not, apparently, with 
Harrison). Fred sings a reprise of “So In Love.”

Scene 7: Before the asbestos curtain. The Gunmen 
sing “Brush Up Your Shakespeare.”

Scene 8: Baptista’s Home. The final scene of 
The Taming of the Shrew is in progress. 
Everyone is waiting for Kate, who doesn’t 
enter. Finally, Lilli appears and, as Kate, sings 
“I Am Ashamed that Women are So Simple,” 
ending the song—as she is supposed to—by 
placing her hand under Petruchio’s foot. 
Petruchio exclaims, “Why! There’s a wench! 
Come on and kiss me, Kate.” The stage 
directions tell us “They kiss as Fred and Lilli,” 
and the entire company sings the “Shrew 
Finale” complete with the bows they were 
rehearsing in the opening scene. 
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