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The Best of MGM'’s Movie Musicals

Class 6: Singin’ in the Rain (1952)
OLLI at Duke ¢ Spring Term 2026 ¢ Alan Teasley, Instructor

Today’s Opening Number



https://youtu.be/OQIDza2v8Z8?si=W4F9qwVj50_dmwaL&t=20

Today’s Focus

You will know:

® The creators, stars, script and score of Singin’ in the
Rain (1952)

® The genesis of the film as a vehicle for pre-existing songs
by Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown

You will appreciate:

e The originality and wit of Betty Comden & Adolph Green’s
screenplay—and its satire of Hollywood in the 1920s

® The iconic choreography of “Make '’Em Laugh,” “Singin’ in
the Rain,” and the “Broadway Melody/Broadway Rhythm”
production number

e (Cinematic aspects of the film’s musical numbers and
dance sequences

You will experience: Joy

Singin’ in the Rain (1952)
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KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

lfé’\Nha,r;w(v’/“*‘ \v'r:;ei"rfé &, ® Producer: Arthur Freed & Roger Edens (MGM)

Mems TECHNICOLOR musicaL TREASURE /

Iows
e T k| ® Directors: Gene Kelly & Stanley Donen

® Story & Screenplay by: Betty Comden & Adolph Green
® Lyrics by: Arthur Freed

® Music by: Nacio Herb Brown

® Additional lyrics & music by Comden, Green & Edens
Choreographer: Gene Kelly

Cinematography by: Harold Rosson

® Art Directors: Randall Duell & Cedric Gibbons
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BUDGET vs. GROSS: $2.5M  $7.2M




Arthur Freed (1894-1973)

EARLY CAREER:

e American lyricist and movie producer

® First role at MGM was to write song lyrics,
mostly with Nacio Herb Brown, whom he
met in 1921

® Their first song,“When Buddha Smiles,” was
recorded by Paul Whiteman and became a
huge hit, selling over 1 million copies.

e When movies started to talk, Irving Thalberg
(head of production at MGM) decided to
make a musical.

¢ Freed and Brown approached him with
three songs: “The Broadway Melody,” “The
Wedding of the Painted Doll,” and “You Were
Meant for Me.” They got the job.

EARLY LIFE & CAREER:

e Born Ignacio Herbert Brown in New Mexico
e Family moved to LA in 1901
e Took music lessons from his mother

o First career was operating a tailoring
business, then a stint as a successful realtor

e (Continued to write and play music
o First hit on his own was “Coral Sea” (1920)

o Met Arthur Freed in 1921 and wrote “When
Buddha Smiles” (big hit record)

o Their first major film score was for The
Broadway Melody (1929)




The Broadway Melody (1929)
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KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
® Producer: Irving Thalberg (MGM)

Director: Harry Beaumont

® Lyrics by: Arthur Freed

® Music by: Nacio Herb Brown

® CAST: Charles King, Anita Page, Bessie Love
® BUDGET vs. GROSS: $379K * $4.4M

ACCOLADES:

® First musical released by MGM

®  Hollywood’s first all-talking musical
Included a color sequence

® Top grossing film of 1929

® Named “Best Picture of the Year” at the 1930
Academy Awards

Arthur Freed & Nacio Herb Brown

HIT SONGS:

e “Broadway Melody” (1929)

e “The Wedding of the Painted Doll” (1929)
e “You Were Meant for Me” (1929)

e “Singin’ in the Rain” (1929)

o “Temptation” (1933)

e “All 1 Do Is Dream of You” (1934)

e “You Are My Lucky Star” (1935)

e “I've Got a Feelin’ You’re Foolin’” (1935)
e “Good Morning” (1939)

e “Broadway Rhythm” (1944)




Adolph Green (1914-2002)

e Born in the Bronx to Hungarian
Jewish immigrants

o After high school he worked as a
runner on Wall Street while he tried
to make it as an actor

e Met Betty Comden in 1938 through
mutual friends

o His third wife was actress Phyllis
Newman, whom he married in 1960.

Betty Comden (1917-2006)

B e Born Basya Cohen, daughter of a lawyer
and teacher in Brooklyn
‘ e Graduated from New York University
A (drama, 1938) and changed her name to
: Betty Comden
' e Met Adolph Green in Greenwich Village
N

B

- \ e They formed a group called The Revuers
v /1 that included their pal Judy Holliday and . ...
el

N

e A summer camp pal of Adolph’s—Leonard
Bernstein—with whom they wrote On the
Town for Broadway (and a later film
adaptation)




Comden & Green: 1944-1960

LYRICISTS ON BROADWAY:
e On the Town (1944)
e Billion Dollar Baby (1945)
® Two on the Aisle (1951)
e Wonderful Town (1953)-Tony win
e Peter Pan (1954)
e Bells Are Ringing (1956)-Tony nom
e Say, Darling (1956)

e A Party with Betty Comden and
Adolph Green (1958)

e Do Re Mi (1960)-Tony nom

Comden & Green: 1944-1960

SCREENWRITERS IN HOLLYWOOD:
® Good News (1947)
® The Barkleys of Broadway (1948)
® On the Town (1949)
® Singin’in the Rain (1952)
® The Band Wagon (1953)-0Oscar nom

® Jt’s Always Fair Weather (1955)-
Oscar nom

® Auntie Mame (1958)
® Bells Are Ringing (1960)




Stanley Donen (1924-2019)

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:

o Film producer, director, choreographer, stage
director, actor, dancer

e Born in Columbia, SC; lonely, unhappy and
bullied by antisemitic classmates

e Escaped to the movies

o With Gene Kelly directed On the Town,
Singin’ in the Rain, and It’s Always Fair
Weather

e Also directed the musicals Royal Wedding,
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,
Funny Face and Damn Yankees

o Received honorary Academy Award in 1998

Gene Kelly (1912-1996)

MOVIE CAREER, 1940s-1950s

® 1942: For Me and My Gal

® 1944: Cover Girl (C)

e 1945: Anchors Aweigh (C)

® 1948: The Pirate (C)

e 1948: Words and Music

® 1949: On the Town (D)

® 1950: Summer Stock

® 1951: An American in Paris (C)
e 1952: Singin’ in the Rain (DC)
® 1954: Brigadoon (C)

e 1955: /t’s Always Fair Weather (DC)
e 1957: Les Girls

Actor in all, Director, Choreographer




Production Background

CWHAT A
CLORIOUS

FEELING

I he Making of
"CINGIN' IN THE RAIN"

Written Produced & Directed by Peter Fitzgerald
© 2002 eTurner Entertainment Company e [9:00]

Singin’ in the Rain (1952): Songs

, Lyrics by Arthur Freed,
U ki Music by Nacio Herb Brown
i h‘%;: Q\VG’W"M}‘IF@?TN “All 1 Do Is Dream of You”
“You Were Meant for Me”
“Good Morning”

“Singin’ in the Rain”
“Broadway Melody”

“You Are My Lucky Star”

. : Lyrics by Arthur Freed,
sems TECHNICOLOR MusicaL TRESURE / Music by Al Hoffman & Al Goodhart:
® “Fit as a Fiddle”
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Make 'Em Laugh



https://youtu.be/ZG7kzD9yJoM?si=LMaI3VVZst7qcNRa&t=85

Gene Kelly on Filming the Ballet Sequence of
An American in Paris

“If the camera is to make any contribution to dance, the
focal point must be the pure background, giving the
spectator an undistorted and all-encompassing view of
dancer and background.

“To accomplish this end, the camera must be made to
move with the dancer, so that the lens becomes the eye
of the spectator, your eye.

“Minnelli, Sharaff, Chaplin and | worked in close
harmony ... we really tried to make a ballet, not just
merely a dance, not a series of beautiful, moving
tableaux, but an emotional whole, consisting of the
combined arts which spell ballet, whether on the screen
or the stage.”

—quoted in Hugh Fordin, MGM’s Greatest
Musicals: The Arthur Freed Unit (1975)

“Fit as a Fiddle”

-r.f.
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Gene Kelly & Donald 0’Connor
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) ¢ [2:28]




Donald 0’Connor
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) ¢ [4:07]

“You Were Meant for Me”

Gene Kelly & Debbie Reynolds
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) e [4:38]




“Good Morning”

Gene Kelly, Donald 0’Connor, Debbie Reynolds
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) * [3:16]

“Singin’ in the Rain”

Gene Kelly
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) * [4:16]




The Broadway Melody (Ballet)

Gene Kelly, Cyd Charisse & Company
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) * [13:40]

Singin’ in the Rain (1952): Reviews

e “Compounded generously of music, dance, color spectacle and a
riotous abundance of Gene Kelly, Jean Hagen and Donald 0'Connor
on the screen, all elements in this rainbow program are carefully
contrived and guaranteed to lift the dolors of winter and put you in
a buttercup mood.” (Bosley Crowther, New York Times)

e “This exuberant and malicious satire of Hollywood in the late
twenties is perhaps the most enjoyable of all movie musicals—
just about the best Hollywood musical of all time.” (Pauline Kael,
The New Yorker)

e “A transcendent experience, and no one who loves movies can
afford to miss it.” (Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times,1999)




Singin’ in the Rain (1952): Honors

1953 Academy Awards Nominations

® Best Music, Scoring of a Musical Picture:
Lenny Hayton

® Best Actress in a Supporting Role: Jean Hagen
® No wins

1953 Writers Guild of America

® Best Written American Musical: Betty Comden
& Adolph Green (winner)

sems TECHNICOLOR musicaL TREASURE / 1953 GOIden GIObe Awards
® Best Motion Picture—Comedy or Musical

GENE KE“.Y (nominated)
DONALD OCONNOR ® Best Actor—Comedy or Musical: Donald
@ DEBBIE REYNOLDS 0°Connor (winner)
JEaN Hxnfg_}|f.1c!='1:(g“nuIv;{c_ggg&ﬂt 01D EAARISSE 1989 National Film Registry
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®  One of 25 films inducted in 1989

Preview of Class 7:
The Band Wagon

Links to lyrics and playlists will be on the course website by Sunday evening.



https://www.musicals-101.com

