Musicals 101: The Best of MGM’s Movie Musicals

Class 7 - The Band Wagon (1953)
Lyrics by Howard Dietz & Music by Arthur Schwartz

FILMS

The Band Wagon (1953)

«“By Myself”

I’ll go my way by myself,

Like walking under the clouds.
Il go my way by myself,

All alone in a crowd.

I’ll try to apply myself

And teach my heart how to sing.
Il go my way by myself

Like a bird on the wing.

I’ll face the unknown,

I'll build a world of my own;

No one knows better than I, myself,
I'm by myself

Alone.

“That’s Entertainment”

Verse:

Ev’rything that happens in life
Can happen in a show.

You can make them laugh
You can make them cry;
Anything, anything can go.

Refrain 1:

The clown,

With his pants falling down,
Or the dance

That’s a dream of romance,
Or the scene

Where the villain is mean;
That’s entertainment!

The lights,

On the lady in tights,

Or the bride

With a guy on the side,

Or the ball

Where she gives him her all,
That’s entertainment!

The plot can be hot,
Simply teeming with sex,

A gay divorcée

Who is after her “ex.”

It could be Oedipus Rex,

Where a chap kills his father

And causes a lot of bother.

The clerk who is thrown out of work
By the boss

Who is thrown for a loss

By the skirt

Who is doing him dirt;

The world is a stage,

The stage is a world of entertainment!

Refrain 2:

The doubt

While the jury is out,

Or the thrill

When they’re reading the will,
Or the chase

For the man with the face;
That's entertainment!

The dame

Who is known as the flame
Of the king

Of an underworld ring,
He's an ape

Who won't let her escape,
That’s entertainment!

It might be a fight

Like you see on the screen,

A swain getting slain

For the love of a queen.

Some great Shakespearean scene
Where a ghost and a prince meet
And ev’ryone ends in mincemeat.
The gag

May be waving the flag

That began

With a Mister Cohan,

Hip hooray,

The American way;

The world is a stage,

The stage is a world of entertainment!

Refrain 3:

A show

That is really a show
Sends you out

With a kind of a glow
And you say
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As you go on your way,
“That’s entertainment.”

A song

That is winging along

Or a dance

With a touch of romance
Is the art

That appeals to the heart,
That’s entertainment!

Admit

We’re a hit

And we’ll go on from there.
We played a charade

That was lighter than air,

A good old-fashioned affair,
As we sing this finale,

We hope it was up your alley.
No death

Like you get in Macbeth,

No ordeal

Like the end of Camille,

This good-bye

Brings a tear to the eye.

The world is a stage,

The stage is a world of entertainment!

“Dancing in the Dark”

Refrain:

Dancing in the dark,

Till the tune ends

We’re dancing in the dark,
And it soon ends.

We’re waltzing in the wonder
Of why we're here,

Time hurries by, we’re here
And gone,

Looking for the light

Of a new love

To brighten up the night

| have you, love,

And we can face the music together,
Dancing in the dark.

Interlude:

What though love is old?

What though song is old?
Through them we can be young!
Hear this heart of mine

Make yours part of mine!

Dear one,
Tell me that we’re one!

“You and the Night and the Music”

Verse:

Song is in the air,

Telling us romance is ours to share.

Now at last we’ve found one another alone.
Love like yours and mine

Has the thrilling glow of sparkling wine,
Make the most of time ere it has flown.

Refrain:

You and the night and the music

Fill me with flaming desire,

Setting my being completely

On fire!

You and the night and the music
Thrill me, but will we be one,

After the night and the music

Are done?

Until the pale light of dawning and daylight
Our hearts will be throbbing guitars.
Morning may come without warning,
And take away the stars.

If we must live for the moment,

Love till the moment is through!
After the night and the music die,
Will |

Have you?

“Something to Remember You By”

Verse:

You are leaving me,

And | will try

To face the world

Alone.

What will be will be

But time cannot

Erase the love

We’ve known.

Let me but have a token
Through which your love is spoken,
You are leaving me,

But it will say

You’re my own.
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Refrain:

Oh, give me something to remember you by

When you are far away from me,

Dear;

Just a little something, meaning love cannot
die

No matter where you chance to be,

Though I'll pray for you,

Night and day for you,

It will see me through

Like a charm,

Till you’re returning.

So give me something to remember you by,

When you are far away from me.

“l Guess I’ll Have to Change My Plans”

Verse:

| beheld her and was conquered at the start,
And placed her on a pedestal apart.

| planned the little hideaway

That we would share some day.

When | met her | unfolded all my dream,
And told her how she’d fit into my scheme
Of what bliss it is.

Then the blow came,

When she gave her name as

“Missus.”

Refrain 1:

| guess I'll have to change my plan,

| should have realized there’d be another
man!

| overlooked that point completely

Until the big affair began.

Before | knew where | was at

| found myself upon the shelf, and that was
that.

| tried to reach the moon, but when | got
there,

All that | could get was the air.

My feet are back upon the ground,

I’'ve lost the one girl that | found.

Refrain 2:

| guess I'll have to change my plan,

| should have realized there’d be another
man!

Why did | buy those blue pajamas

Before that big affair began?

My boiling point is much too low

For me to try to be a fly Lothario!

| think I'll crawl right back and into my shell,
Dwelling in my personal Hell.

I’ll have to change my pattern around,

I’ve lost the one girl that | found.

“Triplets”

Verse:

Three little unexpected children,

Simultaneously the doctor bought us

And you can see that we’ll be

Three forever and aye, ee-i-o.

You wouldn’t know how agonizing

Being triplets can be.

Each one is individually

The victim of the clinical day

Ee-i-o.

Every summer we go away to Baden Baden
Baden.

Every winter we come back home to Walla
Walla Walla.

Refrain:

We do ev’rything alike;

We look alike, we dress alike

We walk alike, we talk alike

And what is more

We hate each other very much.

We hate our folks.

We’re sick of jokes on what an art it is to tell
us apart.

If one of us gets the measles,

Another one gets the measles.

Then all of us gets the measles

And mumps and croup.

How | wish | had a gun,

A little gun,

It would be fun to shoot the other two

And be only one.

Patter:

Missus Whiffle Poofer loves to talk to Missus
Hildendorfer

Of the fatal natal day she had her silly Willie.

Mrs. Hassencooper loves to talk to Mrs.
Goldenwasser

Of her major operation when she had her
twins.

But when Mother comes along, she silences
the others;
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