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Class 4: Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 1812 (2012)

OLLI at Duke ® Summer Term 2026 ¢ Alan Teasley, Instructor

Today’s Focus

You will know:

e (Creative team, critical reception, and uniqueness of Natasha,
Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812 (2012, 2016)

e (Characters, plot and themes of the source novel: Leo Tolstoy’s
War and Peace (in brief!)

You will appreciate:

e How librettist, composer and lyricist Dave Malloy solved the
challenges of adapting Tolstoy’s massive novel for the stage:
choosing the central events, managing the necessary
exposition, and conveying characters’ inner thoughts

e How quickly one can adjust to characters talking about
themselves in the third person and directly addressing the
audience

e The variety within Malloy’s score and orchestrations—from
Russian folk music to classical, indie rock, and minimalism




Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812:
Creative Team (2012: Off-Broadway)

®  Producers: Howard and Janet Kagan, others;
“The Ars Nova Production”

®  Book, Music, Lyrics & Orchestrations: Dave Malloy
(based on War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy)

® Direction & Musical Staging: Rachel Chavkin

® Choreography by: Sam Pinkleton

® Scenic Design: Mimi Lien

®  Costume Design: Paloma Young
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Lighting Design: Bradley King
® Sound Design: Matt Hubbs

Cast: Dave Malloy, Phillipa Soo, Amber Gray,
Lucas Steele, Grace McLean, Shaina Taub,
Brittain Ashford, Manik Choksi

PERFORMANCES: ~18 months over 3 productions)

Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812:
Creative Team (2016: Broadway)

DENEE JOSH | Producers: Howard and Janet Kagan, others;
BENTON .. GROBAN “The Ars Nova Production”
R ] ' Book, Music, Lyrics & Orchestrations: Dave Malloy
(based on War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy)

® Directed by: Rachel Chavkin

® Choreographed by: Sam Pinkleton
®  Scenic Design: Mimi Lien

® Costume Design: Paloma Young

® Lighting Design: Bradley King

®  Sound Design: Nicholas Pope

[ ]

. ~ b5 Cast: Josh Groban, Denée Benton, Amber Gray,
i i\ o = Lucas Steele, Grace McLean, Brittain Ashford,
' Y& Nick Choksi, Nicholas Belton, Gelsey Bell

PERFORMANCES: 336 (~1 year)
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What is the Comet

A Film about Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812
[2012 Off-Broadway Production]
Film Directed by Nick Davis ® 2013 ¢ [6:54]

Dave Malloy (b. 1976)
EARLY LIFE:

e Composer, playwright, lyricist, singer,
orchestrator, actor
e (Grew up in Lakewood, OH

e Studied music composition and English
literature at Ohio University

® 2002: Began theatrical career in San
Francisco

EARLY WORKS:

® 2008: Beowulf-A Thousand Years of
Baggage (Berkeley Rep, Joe’s Pub,
Edinburgh & other venues)

® 2010: Three Pianos (“a drunken romp
through Schubert’s ‘Winterreise’”—O0bie
Award)

2013



https://youtu.be/Kmj8WKSf0qw?si=GZcQ-OGb1OwJ-ft6

Dave Malloy (b. 1976)
WORKS:

e 2011: Beardo (“indie rock musical
based on the life of Rasputin”)

e Natasha, Pierre and the Great
Comet of 1812

e 2012: Ars Nova (“off-off” Broadway)

e 2013: Kazino (Off-Broadway:
Meatpacking District, then Theater
District)

e 2015: American Repertory Theater in
Cambridge, MA

e 2016: Broadway

As Pierre in 2012

Dave Malloy (b. 1976)

WORKS:

® 2014: Ghost Quartet (a song cycle
about “love, death and whiskey” at the
McKitrick Hotel)

® 2015: Preludes (musical set in the mind
of Rachmaninoff)

® 2019: Octet (8-part, a cappella chamber
choir musical about internet addiction,
for Signature Theatre)

® 2019: Moby-Dick (based on Melville’s
novel for A.R.T)

® 2024: Three Houses (chamber musical
about the Covid-19 pandemic, for
Signature Theatre

e 2026: Black Swan (for AR.T)

2025




Frequent Collaborators

Dave Malloy & Rachel Chavkin

Rachel Chavkin (b. 1980)

EARLY LIFE:

e Born in Washington, DC; parents were
civil rights lawyers

e Attended Stagedoor Manor summer camp

e Holds BFA from NYU & MFA from
Columbia University

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS AS DIRECTOR:

e 2010: Dave Malloy’s Three Pianos (Won
a “special citation” Obie Award)

® 2012: Natasha, Pierre and the Great
Comet of 1812 (Tony nom for 2016
Broadway production)

® 2016: The Royale (off-Broadway at
Lincoln Center—Obie Award)

® 2019: Hadestown (Tony win for
Direction of a Musical)




The Genesis of Natasha, Pierre. ..

Dave Malloy & Rachel Chavkin on Theater Talk e Thirteen WNET
With hosts Susan Haskins-Dolof ¢ June 29,2013 ¢ [10:05]

Natasha, Pierre ... The Main Characters

FAMILY TREE



https://youtu.be/B4JwPxMtoP8?si=PUaEjg_P-ZE0QeET

Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812:

Songs (2016 Broadway Production)

Act I Act Il
® “Prologue” o ‘“Letters”
e “Pierre” e “Sonya & Natasha”
® “Moscow” e “Sonya Alone”
® “The Private and Intimate Life of ® “Preparations”
the House” e “Balaga”
e ‘“Natasha & Bolkonskys” ® “The Abduction”
® “No One Else” e “In My House”
® “The Opera” e “A Call to Pierre”
e ‘“Natasha & Anatole” ¢ “Find Anatole”
® “The Duel” e ‘“Natasha Very III”
® “Dust and Ashes” o “Pierre & Andrey”
e “Sunday Morning” e “Pierre & Natasha”
e “Charming” ® “The Great Comet of 1812”
e “The Ball”
“Prologue”

Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812
Josh Groban and Cast ¢ Live Performance at the Imperial Theatre e 2016 * [2:00]



https://youtu.be/-4D19-1l1EQ?si=4mDUaAgKeL0BHAOo

“Prologue”

Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812
WritersTheatre Chicago ¢ 2024 ¢ [4:17]

“No One Else”

Denée Benton (Natasha)
Natasha, Pierre . . . * Original Broadway Cast Recording 2016 ¢ [4:21]



https://youtu.be/9Pqo1QfVRI4?si=IKqMxQPT8Tm6rjw5

The 2017 Tony Awards: Natasha, Pierre
and the Great Comet of 1812

“Dust and Ashes” and “The Abduction”
Josh Groban, Denée Benton, Lucas Steele & the Original Broadway Cast ¢ [5:30]

“Pierre & Natasha”

Josh Groban (Pierre) & Denée Benton (Natasha)
Natasha, Pierre . . . e Original Broadway Cast Recording 2016 ¢ [5:04]



https://youtu.be/6QkNLuetaMo?si=TfKSwbUB6YDcRiw6

“The Great Comet of 1812”

Josh Groban and Chorus
Natasha, Pierre . . . * Original Broadway Cast Recording 2016 ¢ [5:02]

Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812
at the 2017 Tony Awards: 12 noms & 2 wins

DENEE JOSH | * Best Musical
EIMNELONERREI {010  © Book of a Musical: Dave Malloy
AN SO ° Original Score: Dave Malloy
® Leading Actor (Musical): Josh Groban
® Leading Actress (Musical): Denée Benton
® Featured Actor (Musical): Lucas Steele
® Choreography: Sam Pinkleton
® Direction (Musical): Rachel Chavkin
® Orchestrations: Dave Malloy
® Costume Design (Musical): Paloma Young

® Scenic Design (Musical): Mimi Lien

I'HE NEW BROADWAY MUSICA )

Lighting Design (Musical): Bradley King




