
Recommended Text (Spring 2023) 
Kantor, Michael, and Laurence Maslon. (2019) Broadway: The American Musical, Third 
Edition. Guilford, CT: Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. ISBN 978-1-4930-4767-3 
(paperback) NOTE: This is the companion book to the PBS documentary film of the 
same name, a six-part series first broadcast in 2004. The third edition of the book has 
been updated to include shows that opened in the 2018-19 Broadway season. 
Although this book doesn’t have much on the particular shows we’ll cover in the 
course, it does have additional material on the creators of these shows and on the 
Broadway background of the 1950s-1980s. The book provides a comprehensive 
treatment of American musicals and hundreds of photos. It’s well worth the heft and 
the cost—a doorstopper of a tome listing on Amazon.com for about $40.
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