OLLI at Duke University « Spring Term 2025 - Syllabus

Jerome Kern & Jule Styne on Stage & Screen

Contact Information & Schedule

Instructor: Alan Teasley, alanteasley@yahoo.com, (919) 812-0185

Dates & Times: Eight Thursdays: January 30 - March 27, 2025 (no class on February 27),
9:00-10:15 am, via ZOOM. Note: Class sessions are recorded. The recordings are available within
48 hours after the class ends and remain available for several weeks after the course ends.

Course Website: www.musicals-101.com
For each class meeting, a separate page of the site will provide materials students can use to
preview the class content as well as links to the online videos shown in class.

Course Description

This course explores the Broadway musicals and Hollywood films of two important composers:
Jerome Kern and Jule Styne. Their careers spanned the twentieth century, providing numerous
ground-breaking and popular shows, with dozens of songs considered part of the Great American
Songbook. Each composer partnered with multiple lyricists and librettists, giving their scores great
variety. In the 1910s and ’'20s, the shows Kern created with P. G. Wodehouse and Buddy DeSylva
helped to define the American musical. His masterpiece was 1927’s Show Boat with lyrics by
Oscar Hammerstein Il. In the 1930s Kern wrote the scores for film musicals such as Roberta and
Swing Time featuring Astaire and Rogers. Jule Styne’s first successes were in Hollywood in the
1930s and ’40s, earning ten Academy Award nominations for Best Song. His first Broadway
musical was 1947’s High Button Shoes, followed by 1949’s Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. In the
1950s and ’60s he partnered with such lyricists as Stephen Sondheim, Bob Merrill, and Betty
Comden and Adolph Green to create such classics as Gypsy, Funny Girl, and Bells Are Ringing.

Instructor Bio

Alan Teasley began his career as a high school English and drama teacher. After retiring from the
Durham Public Schools in 2006, he taught in Duke’s Master of Arts in Teaching Program. A
member of the OLLI Advisory Council, he is an avid theatergoer with a particular fondness for
American musicals. This is his sixteenth course on musical theater for OLLI. Previous courses have
focused on Stephen Sondheim, Rodgers & Hammerstein, Kander & Ebb, Frank Loesser, Lerner &
Loewe, Jerry Herman, Bock & Harnick, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Schwartz, the ten musicals
that have won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, six “Off-Broadway Classics,” and “The Women of
Broadway” —a survey of musicals with book, lyrics, and/or music by women. He has also
presented a two-course survey of “Broadway’s Silver Age,” focused on the musicals of Rodgers &
Hart, George & Ira Gershwin, Irving Berlin, and Cole Porter.

Class Participation/Expectations

The course is lecture with video and audio clips; students can ask questions and make comments
during class via the Zoom chat feature. Students are also welcome to contact the instructor via
email between classes.

The instructor will provide background about each show, but the bulk of class time will be listening
to or watching documentaries about or excerpts from the shows. Since the titles are announced in
advance, and most of the scores are readily available on CD, streaming services, or YouTube,
students are free to conduct their own preview of each show using materials on the course
website.

All participants are expected to abide by the OLLI Code of Conduct.
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Recommended Book

Kantor, Michael, and Laurence Maslon. (2019) Broadway: The American Musical, Third Edition.
Guilford, CT: Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. ISBN 978-1-4930-4767-3 (paperback) This is the
companion book to the PBS documentary film of the same name, a six-part series first broadcast
in 2004. The third edition of the book has been updated to include shows that opened in the
2018-19 Broadway season. The book provides a comprehensive treatment of American musicals
and hundreds of photos. It’s worth the heft and the cost—a doorstopper of a tome listing on
Amazon.com for about $40.

Session Topics

Class 1: 1/30/25 Jerome Kern: London and Broadway, 1904-1919
* Introduction to the Course
* Kern’s early life and career, including the shows The Red Petticoat, The Girl
From Utah, & Very Good Eddie
* The “Princess Shows” with P. G. Wodehouse and Guy Bolton, including
Have a Heart, Oh, Boy!, Leave It to Jane, Sitting Pretty

Class 2: 2/6/25 Jerome Kern: Stage Musicals, 1920-1939
Sally, Sunny, Music in the Air, Roberta, Very Warm for May & others

Class 3: 2/13/25 Jerome Kern: Show Boat,1927
Libretto and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein |

Class 4: 2/20/25 Jerome Kern: Movie Scores and Songs, 1929-1946
Roberta, Swing Time & others

No class: 2/27/25 Instructor conducting “research” in New York

Class 5: 3/6/25 Jule Styne: Early Career; Movie Scores and Songs (1926-1951)
Ten Academy Award Nominations for Best Song

Class 6: 3/13/25 Jule Styne: Stage Musicals, 1947-1958
High Button Shoes, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, Bells Are Ringing & others

Class 7: 3/20/25 Jule Styne: Gypsy, 1959
Libretto by Arthur Laurents + Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

Class 8: 3/27/25 Jule Styne: Stage Musicals, 1960-1993
Do Re Mi, Funny Girl, Hallelujah, Baby!, Sugar, Bar Mitzvah Boy & others
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