Some questions as we consider the
legacy of Rodgers & Hammerstein . . .

What has our journey in this course taught you (or
reminded you) about:

1. The distinctive qualities of an “R&H show?”

2. What you expect now from the book of a musical?

3. What constitute good lyrics? Rodgers & Hammerstein 101
4
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NYC public library archivists have
discovered a new song.

Could this be an R & H “trunk song?” THE MUSIC}\L oF

MUS'CMS

Spoofs of R& H (“Corn!”), Sondheim (“A Little Complex”),
You Be the Judge. Jerry Herman (“Dear Abby!”), Kander and Ebb (“Speakeasy”), and
Andrew Lloyd Webber (“Aspects of Junita”)

[2:22]

Goals of the Course

You will:

[0 Be familiar with the 10 Rodgers and
Hammerstein stage musicals (and be able to

hum at least one song from each!) 4 rmvations

Know about the careers of these men both
before and after their partnership

Integrated song, story, and dance “as never before” (Purdum)
Understand the innovations that made this ) . : )
team’s shows revolutionary in the 1940s and Owned their own publishing house and the rights to all their shows
1950s . . . . -

Built an extensive casting and producing organization
Enjoy Rodgers and Hammerstein’s many
contributions to the Great American Songbook

Pioneered recording of original cast albums




The Rules in Ethan Mordden’s
“R&H Handbook”*

. Develop each story’s community background, culture, mores.

. Write about people whose lives have meaning.
. Start uniquely.

. Anchor the score with character traction.

. Change your genre from show to show.

. The second act should last half as long as the first act with
twice as much action.

. [Don’t have rules.]

*Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre (2013)

Richard Rodgers, 1960-79

No Strings (Lyrics: Rodgers)

State Fair (2nd Film: 5 new songs)

Do I Hear a Waltz? (Lyrics: Sondheim)
The Sound of Music (Film: 2 new songs)
Androcles & the Lion (TV, Lyrics: Rodgers)
Two By Two (Lyrics: Martin Charnin)

Rex (Lyrics: Sheldon Harnick)

Kennedy Center Honoree (First cohort)

I Remember Mama (Lyrics: Martin Charnin &
Raymond Jessel)

No Strings (1962)

= Source: Original book by Samuel L. Taylor
“ Lyrics: Richard Rodgers

‘?\% § Music: Richard Rodgers

S‘ Director/Choreographer: Joe Layton

g Cast: Diahann Carroll, Richard Kiley
Orchestrations: Ralph Burns

W
e’

Tony Awards: Actress in a Musical

(Carroll), Composer (Rodgers),

“The Sweetest Sounds” Choreography (Layton)
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Updates to Course Web Site:
www.musicals-101.com

ANDROCLES
AND THE
LION

Do I Hear a Waltz? (1965)

Source: The Time of the Cuckoo (play
by Arthur Laurents)

Lyrics: Stephen Sondheim

Music: Richard Rodgers

™

Director: John Dexter

Musical Staging: Herbert Ross

Scene & Costume Design: Beni Montresor
Cast: Elizabeth Allen, Sergio Franchi

Tony Nominations (no wins): Lead Actress,
Score, Scenic Design

“Do | Hear a Waltz?”
[3:42]




Androcles and the Lion (TV, 1967)

ANDROCLES
AND THE
LION

Source: Play by George Bernard Shaw
Lyrics: Richard Rodgers

Score: Richard Rodgers

Book: Peter Stone

Director: Joe Layton

Cast: Norman Wisdom, Noél Coward,
John Gullum, Ed Ames, Brian Bedford

Two By Two (1970)

thnar_d Rodgers
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“1 Do Not Know a Day |

Did Not Love You”
[2:36]

Source: The Flowering Peach (play by
Clifford Odets)

Lyrics: Martin Charnin
Music: Richard Rodgers
Book: Peter Stone
Director: Joe Layton

Cast: Danny Kaye, Walter Willison,
Madeline Kahn

Tony Nomination: Walter Willison for
Featured Actor in a Musical

I Remember Mama (1979)

“You Could Not Please
Me More” [4:22]

Source: Mama’s Bank Account,
memoir by Kathryn Forbes and play by
John Van Druten (and film & TV series)

Lyrics: Martin Charnin, Raymond Jessel
Music: Richard Rodgers

Book: Thomas Meehan

Director: Cy Feuer

Cast: Liv Ullmann, George Hearn,
George S. Irving
Tony Awards: No nominations

Two By Two (1970)

Richard Rodgers
Peter Stone
hacni

“Two By Two”
[3:52]

Source: The Flowering Peach (play by
Clifford Odets)

Lyrics: Martin Charnin
Music: Richard Rodgers
Book: Peter Stone
Director: Joe Layton

Cast: Danny Kaye, Walter Willison,
Madeline Kahn

Tony Nomination: Walter Willison, for
Featured Actor in a Musical

Rex (1970)

REX

Source: Life of Henry VIII

Lyrics: Sheldon Harnick

Music: Richard Rodgers

Book: Sherman Yellen

Director: Edwin Sherin (Harold Prince)
Choreography: Dania Krupska

“Elizabeth”
[3:05]

Cast: Nicol Williamson, Tom Aldredge,
Penny Fuller, Glenn Close

Tony Awards: No nominations

The Rodgers Lineage, 1st Generation:
Mary Rodgers (1931-2014)

® Composer:
e Once Upon a Mattress (1959, lyrics
by Marshall Barer)
e The Mad Show (1966, multiple
lyricists)
e Songs also included in:
® Working (1978)
® The Madwoman of Central Park
West (1979)
® Author:
e Freaky Friday (1972)




The Rodgers Lineage, 2nd Generation:

Adam Guettel (b. 1964)

Composer/Lyricist:

e Floyd Collins (1996, off-Broadway)

® Myths and Hymns (1998, song cycle)

® The Light in the Piazza (2005, Tony
Awards for Best Score & Orchestrations)

Composed score for To Kill a

Mockingbird (Tony nomination,

2019)

Musicals “In Process”:

® Millions (from Danny Boyle Film)

“Statues and Stories” by William Goldman)
[3:50]

R& H 101: Our “Top 20” Songs

Considering The Legacy of
Rodgers & Hammerstein

e The Princess Bride (from novel & film

What has our journey in this course taught you (or
reminded you) about:

1. The distinctive qualities of an “R&H show?”
. What you expect now from the book of a musical?

2
3. What constitute good lyrics?
4

. How melody and orchestration affect you?

Think/Pair/Share

Rodgers & Hammerstein
OLLI 2019 Playlist

To share your lists . ..

® Form a group with two other people

e Discover the songs you have in
common

o Discuss either the criteria you used
for including particular songs or the
“themes” of various parts of your
“show.”
Speculate on the whole group’s
favorite shows and/or songs.

R& H 101: “Top 20” Songs 2019

By the Numbers:
37 Surveys Submitted
150 Songs on the Survey (+/-)
97 Songs selected at least once
Top 20 Songs had at least 15 votes
7 shows placed songs in the Top 20

2 shows accounted for 10 of the top
20 songs (5 each)

#1 song had 29 votes

[0 38 class members submitted lists of up to 20
Rodgers and Hammerstein songs they would
include on their own “Essential R&H” playlist,
album, concert, or revue

O The results are in!

O Drumroll, please!

R&H 101 Survey: Shows with
the Most “Top 20” Songs

o The King and | (5)

o The Sound of Music (5)
o Oklahoma! (3)

o South Pacific (3)

® Carousel (2)

® State Fair (1)

® Me and Juliet (1)




R&H 101: “Top 20” Countdown R&H 101: “Top 20” Countdown

RANK BY INCREASING # OF MENTIONS
©® 23: My Favorite Things

® 23: Getting to Know You

© 23: You've Got To Be Carefully Taught
© 23: You'll Never Walk Alone

@ 24: Climb Ev’ry Mountain

© 25: Hello Young Lovers

® 25: If | Loved You

© 26: People Will Say We’re In Love

© 28: Shall We Dance?

© 28: Some Enchanted Evening

RANK BY INCREASING # OF MENTIONS
© 15: Do-Re-Mi

o 15: Something Wonderful

© 15: | Whistle a Happy Tune

© 15: Younger Than Springtime

© 15: No Other Love

© 16: It Might As Well Be Spring

@ 19: The Sound of Music

© 21: Oklahoma!

© 22: Edelweiss

R&H 101: Our 2019
Favorite Song

Reflections on the Course

“Oh, What a
Beautiful Mornin’

Oklahoma!
(on 29 lists)

Please fill out the electronic survey OLLI will send you.

To play us out. . .

2
RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN'S '

“Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’”




