
Rodgers & Hammerstein 101

OLLI Fall Semester 2019 • Alan Teasley, Instructor

Class 7 • The King and I (1951)

Today’s Opening Number 

[3:45]

Goals of the Course

You will: 

Be familiar with the 10 Rodgers and 
Hammerstein stage musicals (and be able to 
hum at least one song from each!) 

Know about the careers of these men both 
before and after their partnership  

Understand the innovations that made this 
team’s shows revolutionary in the 1940s and 
1950s 

Enjoy Rodgers and Hammerstein’s many 
contributions to the Great American Songbook

• Integrated song, story, and dance “as never before” (Purdum) 

• Owned their own publishing house and the rights to all their shows 

• Built an extensive casting and producing organization 

• Pioneered recording of original cast albums

Innovations

Updates to Course Web Site: 
www.musicals-101.com  

Rules for Passing Artifacts

Pass item to all on your “half-row” then back. 

When an item reaches the last row, pass it to 
the other side then forward. 

When all items reach front again, “captains” 
will place them on the table.



Who has seen the 1956 film of 
 The King and I?

Who watched the 2018 London 
production of the 2015 Broadway revival?

R&H Chronology

1945      State Fair (film)—Class 8 
1951       The King and I—Today 
1952      Victory at Sea (TV)—Class 8 
1953       Me and Juliet 
1955       Pipe Dream 
1957      Cinderella (TV)—Class 8 
1958      Flower Drum Song—Class 8 
1959      The Sound of Music—Class 9

Focus on The King & I

• Source material and the 
“problematic” theme 

• The musical sounds of Western 
and Eastern characters’ songs 

• The tragic second couple  

• The relationship between Anna 
and the King 

• “The work that perfects [the 
R&H] revolution” (Mordden)

“Something 
Wonderful: The Story 

of The King & I” 

Disc 2 Extras on the DVD 
Release of the 1956 Film of 

The King & I  

[21:43]

The King and I (1951)

• Source: Anna and the King of 
Siam, a novel by Margaret Landon  

• Book & Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II 
• Score: Richard Rodgers 
• Director: John van Druten 
• Choreographer: Jerome Robbins 
• Set Design: Jo Mielziner 
• Costumes: Irene Sharaff 
• Cast: Gertrude Lawrence & Yul Brynner



The King and I (1951) 
5 Tony Awards

• Best Musical  
• Best Actress (Musical): Gertrude 

Lawrence 
• Featured Actor (Musical):  Yul Brynner 
• Scenic Design: Jo Mielziner 
• Costume Design: Irene Sharaff

The King and I (1956) 
Academy Awards: 9 Nominations (5 Wins)

• Best Picture 
• Best Actor: Yul Brynner 
• Best Actress: Deborah Kerr  
• Best Director: Walter Lang 
• Costume Design: Irene Sharaff 
• Art Direction/Set Decoration: Lyle R. Wheeler, 

John DeCuir, Walter M. Scott, Paul S. Fox 
• Sound Recording: Carlton W. Faulkner 
• Music, Scoring: Alfred Newman, Ken Darby 
• Cinematography (Color): Leon Shamroy

The King and I (1956): 
Songs Cut from the Film

• “Shall I Tell You What I Think of 
You?”—scored, recorded, and 
filmed but deleted 

• “My Lord and Master”—scored 
and recorded but never filmed 

• “I Have Dreamed”—partially 
scored, not filmed

The King and I: Anna’s Songs

• “I Whistle A Happy Tune”* 
• “Hello, Young Lovers” 
• “Getting to Know You” 
• “Shall I Tell You What I Think of 

You?” 
• “Shall We Dance?”

*Gertrude Lawrence [2:45]

The King and I: Anna’s Songs

• “I Whistle A Happy Tune” 
• “Hello, Young Lovers”* 
• “Getting to Know You” 
• “Shall I Tell You What I Think of 

You?” 
• “Shall We Dance?”

*Julie Andrews [3:14]

The King and I: 
Songs for Tuptim & Lun Tha

• “My Lord and Master” 
• “We Kiss in a Shadow”* 
• “I Have Dreamed”  
• “The Small House of Uncle 

Thomas”

 *Na Young Jeon & Dean John-Wilson [4:12]



The King and I (1956): 
“The Small House of Uncle Thomas”

Jerome Robbins’s Original Broadway 
choreography closely recreated for the film

The King and I:  
Songs for The King

• “A Puzzlement”*  
• “Song of the King” 
• “Shall We Dance?”

*Yul Brynner [3:38]

The King and I: Anna’s Songs

• “I Whistle A Happy Tune” 
• “Hello, Young Lovers” 
• “Getting to Know You” 
• “Shall I Tell You What I Think of You?”* 
• “Shall We Dance?”

*Kelli O’Hara [5:50]

The King and I: Songs for 
Lady Thing

• “Something Wonderful”  
• “Western People Funny”

Ruthie Ann Miles [5:50]

The King and I:  
One Song for Anna & the King

“Shall We Dance?” [4:13]



The Rules in Ethan Mordden’s 
“R&H Handbook”*

1. Develop each story’s community background, culture, mores. 
2. Write about people whose lives have meaning. 
3. Start uniquely. 
4. Anchor the score with character traction. 
5. Change your genre from show to show. 
6. The second act should last half as long as the first act with 

twice as much action. 
7. [Don’t have rules.]

*Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre (2013)

More Information about the 
“Top 20” Project

By the final class, compile a list of (at most) 20 Rodgers 
and Hammerstein songs you would include on your 
own “Essential R&H” playlist, album, concert, or revue 

After Class 8 (November 4), you will receive a link to an 
online survey as a way for you to indicate your chosen 
songs (Thanks to Susan Dennison!) 

Submit survey by Tuesday, November 12, and we will 
compile an OLLI R&H Master Revue to be revealed at 
the last class on November 18.

Reflection on Today’s Class To play us out . . . 

Jelani Alladin & Matt Doyle 
(“R&H Goes Pop!”)

“We Kiss in a Shadow”


