
Musicals 101: Six Singular Sensations 
Class 3 •The Wiz (1975)  

Music and Lyrics by Charlie Smalls (unless otherwise noted) 

MUSICAL THEATRE 

The Wiz (1975) 

“The Feeling We Once Had” 

AUNT EM:

Put your arms around me, child,

Like when you bumped your shin,

And you’ll know I love you now,

As I loved you then.


Though you may be trying sometimes,

And I’ll need you and you’re not there,

I may get mad and turn you away,

But I still care.


But you cannot ask for more

Than can come from me.

I am different than you are,

And one day you’ll see.


If I lose my patience with you,

And I suddenly start to scream,

It’s only because I want you to be

What I see in my dreams.


And I’d like to know it’s there,

The feeling that we once had;

Knowing that you can come to me,

Whenever you’re feeling sad.


Yes, I’d like to know it’s there

The feeling that we once had.

Knowing that you can come to me,

Whenever times are bad.


Don’t lose the feeling that we once had.

Don’t lose the feeling that we once had.


Though you are growing older now,

And I'm watching you grow,

I know I make you sad sometimes,

And I see your feelings show,

But one day I’ll look around

And you will be grown.


You’'l be out in the world,

Such a pretty girl,

But you'll be on your own.


And I'd like to know it’s there,

The feeling that we once had,

Knowing that you can come to me

Whenever you’re feeling sad.


Yes, I’d like to know it’s there

The feeling that we once had

Knowing that you can come to me

Whenever times are bad.


Don’t lose the feeling that we once had.


“I Was Born on the Day Before 
Yesterday” 

SCARECROW:

I was born on the day before yesterday.

I had holes in my shoes,  

I was cryin’ the blues,

And I didn't have no place to stay.


But I know, I know, 

I’m gonna make it this time,

Yes I know, 

I know I’m gonna make it this time, yeah.


I was born over a hill not so far away

Out of three rubber bands and old gloves for 

hands,

And a suit that had been thrown away.

They took the jacket and pants,

Found a brown paper bag

And then they filled it with straw

And, to top off the drag,

They gave me penciled-in eyes

And a penciled-in nose

And they stuck me up there and said.

“Strike me a pose.”


But I know,

I know I’m gonna make it this time, yeah.

Somehow I know, 

I know I’m gonna make it this time, yeah.

Now, listen to me:

Woo, hoo, hoo,

Let me sing one

So you all can hear it.
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Gonna lift my head up.

Can you feel my spirit?

Can you feel my spirit?


And now that I know

That I wasn’t born yesterday

And that I’m fully grown,

I can stand on my own

And nothin's gonna stand in my way,

Because I’m gonna get mine,

Gonna turn things around,

I’m gonna put myself together,

Gonna get on down,

And when I see that rain comin’

Thru’ the bottom of my shoes,

I'm gonna leave ’em by the roadside

And quit cryin’ the blues

’Cause I know

I know I’m gonna make it this time, yeah.

Somehow i know,

I know I’m gonna make it this time, yeah.


Now, listen to me:

Woo, hoo, hoo,

Let me sing one

So you all can hear it.

Gonna lift my head up.

Can you feel my spirit?

Can you feel my spirit?


“Ease on Down the Road” 

SCARECROW & DOROTHY:

Come on and ease on down, 

Ease on down the Road.

Come on, ease on down,

Ease on down the road.

Don't you carry nothin’ that might be a load.

Come on, ease on down, ease on down the 

road.


Pick your left foot up

When your right foot’s down,

Come on legs keep movin'

Don’t you lose no ground.

You just keep on keepin'

On the road that you choose;

Don't you give up walkin'

'Cause you gave up shoes, no

Ease on down, ease on down the road.


Well, there may be times 

When you think you lost your mind

And the step’s you’re takin’ 

Leave you three, four steps behind.

But the road you’re walkin’

Might be long sometimes;

You just keep on truckin’

And you’ll be just fine, yeah.


Come on and ease on down, 

Ease on down the Road.

Come on, ease on down,

Ease on down the road.

Don't you carry nothin’ that might be a load.

Come on, ease on down, ease on down the 

road.


“Slide Some Oil to Me” 

TINMAN:

Slide some oil to me,

Let it slip down my spine.

If you don't have S.T.P.,

Crisco will be just fine.


Slide some oil to me,

Hit my shoulder blade.

All y’all that don’t have to lubricate

Sure have got it made.


Slide some oil to me,

Slip some to my side.

Standing here in one position

Sure can make one tired.


Slip some to my elbows

And my fingers if you would.

Come on and slide some oil to me, girl.

Ooh! Does that feel good!


Slide some oil to my feet, 

Look! I have toes again.

Come on and slide some oil to my knees,

And let me see if I can bend.


Slide some oil to me,

I'm beginning to feel fine.

Come on and slide some oil down my throat,

And let me lubricate my mind,

And let me lubricate my mind!.
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“(I’m a) Mean Ole Lion” 

LION:

Say what you wanna,

But I'm here to stay

’Cause I'm a mean ole lion.

You can go where you’re gonna,

But don’t get in my way,

’Cause I’m a mean ole lion.


You’ll be standing in a draft

If you don't hear me laugh,

And if you happen to come around,

Well, you best not make me frown.

’Cause I just might knock you down.

I'm a mean ole lion.


I’m ready to fight

And turn your day into night,

’Cause I’m a mean ole lion.

If you’re half bright,

You’ll detour to the right

From a mean ole lion.


All you strangers better beware:

This is the king of the jungle here,

And if I happen to let you slide,

Don’t just stand here—

Run and hide!

You just caught my better side—

I’m a mean ole lion.


Mean ole lion!


“Be A Lion” 

DOROTHY:

There is a place we'll go,

Where there is mostly quiet.

Flowers and butterflies,

A rainbow lives beside it;

And from a velvet sky,

A summer storm.

I can feel the coolness in the air,

But I’m still warm.

And then a mighty roar

Will start the sky to cryin’,

But not even lightning

Will be frightening my lion;

And with no fear inside,

No need to run, no need to hide,


You’re standing strong and tall.

You’re the bravest of them all.


If on courage you must call,

Then just keep on tryin’

And tryin’ and tryin’.

You're a lion in your own way, 

Be a lion!


“So You Wanted to Meet the Wizard” 

THE WIZ:

So you wanted to meet the wizard.

Let me tell you that you’ve come to the right 

place.

Should I make you a frog or a lizard?

You should see the strained expression on 

your face.

If the way I come on is fright’ning,

That's the way I felt like coming on today.

Have you ever been kissed by lightning?

Let me tell you, that will make you go away!

I fly, and the magic of my power takes me 

higher,

To a level where the clouds turn into fire,

And in the warmness of the fire I feel fine.


Just keep your eyes open and the magic you 
will see.


It will whistle on the wind as it emanates 
from me.


It’s a strong and true vibration,

You can feel it on your skin.

So come and take my hand 

And we will dance upon the wind.


So you wanted to meet the wizard.


“Don’t Nobody Bring Me No Bad 
News” 

EVILENE:

When I wake up in the afternoon,

Which it pleases me to do,

Don't nobody bring me no bad news,

’Cause I wake up already negative

And I’ve wired up my fuse,

So don't nobody bring me no bad news!


If we’re goin’ to be buddies,

Better bone up on the rules.
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Don't nobody bring me no bad news!

You can be my best of friends,

As opposed to payin’ dues,

But don't nobody bring me no bad news!


No bad news, no bad news!

Don't nobody bring me no bad news!

’Cause I’ll make you an offer, child,

That you cannot refuse,

So don’t nobody bring me no bad news!


Now, when you’re talkin’ to me,

Don’t be cryin’ the blues.

Don’t nobody bring me no bad news!

You can verbalize and vocalize,

But just bring me the clues,

’Cause don't nobody bring me no bad news!


No bad news, no bad news!

Don't nobody bring me no bad news!

You better watch the way you place the 

words 

That you might chance to choose, 

’Cause don’t nobody bring me no bad news!


Don’t nobody bring me no bad news!


“Everybody Rejoice” 
(Music & Lyrics by Luther Vandross) 

COMPANY:

Everybody look around—

’Cause there’s a reason to rejoice

You see—

Everybody come out,

And let’s commence to singing joyfully.

Everybody look up—

And feel the hope 

That we’ve been waiting for—

Everybody be glad,

Because our silent fear 

And dread are gone.


Freedom, you see,

Has got our hearts singing so joyfully.

Just look about.

You owe it to yourself 

To check it out.


Can’t you feel a brand new day?

Can’t you feel a brand new day?


Can’t you feel a brand new day?

Can’t you feel a brand new day?


Everybody be glad.

Because the sun is shining just for us.

Everybody wake up!

Into the morning, into happiness.


Hello world!

It’s like a different way of living now.

Thank you world!

I always knew that we'd be free somehow

In harmony.


Let’s show the world that we've got liberty—

It's such a change

For us to live so independently.

Freedom, you see, 

Has got our hearts singing joyfully.

Just look about.

You owe it to yourself 

To check it out.


Can’t you feel a brand new day?

Can’t you feel a brand new day?

Can’t you feel a brand new day?


“Believe in Yourself” 

THE WIZ:

If you believe, within your heart you’ll know

That no one can change

The path that you must go.


Believe what you feel,

And know you’re right, because

The time will come around

When you'll say it’s yours.


Believe there’s a reason to be.

Believe you can make time stand still:

You know from the moment you try,

If you believe, I know you will.


Believe in yourself, right from the start.

And you will have brains, you’ll have a heart-

You’ll have courage to last your whole life 

through

If you believe in yourself,

If you believe in yourself,

If you believe in yourself as I believe in you.
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“Home” 

DOROTHY:

When I think of home,

I think of place where there’s 

Love overflowing.

I wish I was home.

I wish I was back there

With the thing I’ve been knowing.

Wind that makes the tall trees bend into 

leaning.

Suddenly, the snowflakes that fall 

Have a meaning,

Sprinkling the scene, makes it all clean.


Maybe there's a chance 

For me to go back

Now that I have some direction.

It sure would be nice to be back home,

Where there’s love and affection.


And just maybe I can convince time to slow 
up,


Giving me enough time in my life to grow up:

Time, be my friend, let me start again.


Suddenly, my world is gone

And changed its face.

But I still know where I’m going.

I have had my mind spun around in space

And yet I’ve watched it growing.


Oh, if you're listening, God, 

Please don't make it hard to know if we 

should believe 

The things we see.

Tell us, should we we run away 

Should we try and stay—

Or would it be better 

Just to let things be?


Living here in this brand-new world

Might be a fantasy;

But it taught me to love,

So it real, real, real to me . . .

And I've learned that we must look 

Inside our hearts to find . . .

A world full of love

Like yours, like mine, like home!


FILMS 

The Wiz (1978) 
(Songs in the film that were not in the 
stage production) 

“Can I Go On?” 
(Written by Quincy Jones, Nick Ashford & 
Valerie Simpson)—Dorothy’s first song 

DOROTHY:

Lose it? Lose it?

I don’t even know the first thing about what 

they’re feeling;

What am I afraid of?

Don’t know what I’m made of.

Can I go on, not knowing?


Feeling? Feeling?

Something tells me that it’s more than I can 

deal with;

Tho I never knew the song,

Some words still catch on, like caring 

And sharing being together, no matter.


Can I go on not knowing?

Don't know what I'm made of, why am I 

afraid of—

Feeling? Feeling? If I dare to take a chance,

Would someone lead me?


“You Can’t Win” 
(Music & lyrics by Charlie Smalls)—replaced “I 
Was Born on the Day Before Yesterday”) 

SCARECROW & CROWS:

You can’t win.

You can’t break even

And you can’t get out of the game.


People keep sayin’

Things are gonna change—

But you all know they're stayin’ the same

’Cause you get in way over your head

And you only have yourself to blame.
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You can’t win, Chile,

You can’t break even

And you can't get out of the game.


You can’t win,

The world keeps movin’

And you’re standin’ 

Far behind.


People keep sayin'

Things'll get better

Just to ease your state of mind.

So you lean back, and you smoke that smoke

And you drink your glass of wine.

So you can't win, Chile,

You can't break even

And you can't get out of the game.


You can’t win, can’t win no way.

If your story stays the same,

You ain’t winnin’,

But it’s nice to see you

And I’m awfully glad you came.

Better cool it, ’cause it ain’t about losin’—

Then the world has got no shame.


You can't win, you can't break even,

And you can't get out of the game.

You can't win, you can't break even,

Ain’t the way it’s supposed to be.


You'll be spendin'

Your little bit of money

While someone else rides for free.


Learn your lesson, refuel your mind

Before someone blows out your flame.


You can't win, Chile, you can’t win,

You can't break even

And you can't get out of the game.

And you can't get out of the game.

And you can't get out of the game.
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