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Broadway’s Silver Age, Part 1

Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart George & Ira Gershwin

Ella Fitzgerald • “Isn’t It Romantic” 
Ella Fitzgerald Sings the R&H Song Book (Verve, 1956)  [1:55]

Today’s Opening Number

Goals of the Course: You Will . . . 

Be familiar with:

Key Broadway & Hollywood musicals of 
Rodgers & Hart and George & Ira Gershwin


Understand:

How these “Silver Age”works of the 1920s and 
30s helped to define “American Musical 
Comedy”

How these works differ from—yet anticipate—
the integrated musicals of the 1940s and 50s


Appreciate:

The wit and artistry of the lyrics of Larry & Ira

Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart

Broadway’s Silver Age, Part 1

1. Broadway in the 1920s; 
Early R&H: 1919-1927


2. Broadway & Hollywood: 
1927-34


3. Broadway Classics: 
1935-37


4. Final Collaborations: 
1938-43

Today’s Focus
You will know:


Notable songs of A Connecticut Yankee 
(1927), Present Arms! (1928), Spring Is 
Here (1929), Simple Simon (1930), Love Me 
Tonight (1932), Hallelujah, I’m a Bum 
(1933), and other shows & movies 


You will have:

At least one example of how a song evolves from 
a dramatic context into a commercial hit


You will begin to reflect on:

What distinguishes a Lorenz Hart lyric?


You will enjoy great songs (especially the lyrics)!

1927

• [November 3] A Connecticut Yankee (418 Performances)

1928

• [January 3] She’s My Baby (71 Performances)

• [April 26] Present Arms! (155 Performances) 

• [September 25] Chee-Chee (31 Performances)

1929

• [March 11] Spring is Here (104 Performances)

• [September 15] Me for You (closed in Detroit, revised as . . .)

• [November 11] Heads Up (144 Performances)

1930

• [February 18] Simple Simon (135 Performances)

• [December 3] Ever Green (254 Performances)

Rodgers & Hart On Stage 1927-30

Blue = Broadway/New York; Green = London



1931

• [February 10] America’s Sweetheart (135 Performances)

• [March] The Hot Heiress (3 songs)

1932

• [August] Love Me Tonight (8 songs)

• [September] The Phantom President (5 songs)

1933

• [January] Hallelujah, I’m a Bum (11 songs)

• [February] Peg O’ My Heart (one song, dropped from the film)

• [April] I Married An Angel (abandoned, later adapted for stage)

• [November] Dancing Lady (1 song used)

1934

• [May] Hollywood Party (3 songs used)

• [May] Manhattan Melodrama (1 song which morphed . . . )

Rodgers & Hart On Film 1931-34

Lavender = Movie; Blue = Broadway/New York

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producers: Lew Fields, Lyle D. Andrews

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book by: Herbert Fields, adapted from 

Twain’s novel

• Director: Alexander Leftwich

• Choreographer: Busby Berkeley

• Actors: William Caxton, Constance Carpenter

NOTABLE SONGS:

• “Thou Swell”

• “My Heart Stood Still” 

LENGTH OF RUN: 418 Performances

A Connecticut Yankee (1927)

A Connecticut Yankee 

Live TV Broadcast • 1955

Janet Blair as Sandy (Alisande) • Eddie Albert as Martin the Yankee

The Curious Case of Chee-Chee (1928)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Lew Fields

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book by: Herbert Fields, adapted from 

Charles Petit’s novel The Son of the 
Grand Eunuch 

• Director: Alexander Leftwich

• Star: Helen Ford as Chee-Chee, wife to 

the Eunuch’s son

NOTABLE SONGS:

• None, because . . .

LENGTH OF RUN: 31 Performances

The Curious Case of Chee-Chee (1928)

THE NOVEL APPROACH TO THE SCORE:

• Attempt by Herbert Fields and Rodgers to 

integrate the score more fully with the 
book, resulting a number of eight-bar 
fragments inserted into the dialogue 


• Only a few songs actually listed in the 
playbill


RECEPTION:

• Reviews: 6 raves, 5 pans, 2 mixed

• Score better received than book, which 

was considered salacious

• No song has entered the R&H “canon”

• Show has pretty much “vanished”

Present Arms! (1928)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Lew Fields

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book by: Herbert Fields

• Director: Alexander Leftwich

• Choreographer: Busby Berkeley

• Actors: Charles King, Flora Le Breton, 

Busby Berkely, Joyce Barbour

NOTABLE SONG:

• “You Took Advantage of Me”

LENGTH OF RUN: 155 Performances



Spring Is Here (1929)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Alex A. Aarons, Vinton Freedley

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book by: Owen Davis, from his play 

Shotgun Wedding

• Director: Alexander Leftwich

• Actors: Lillian Taiz, Glenn Hunter

NOTABLE SONG:

• “With a Song in My Heart”

LENGTH OF RUN: 104 Performances

Head’s Up (1929)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Alex A. Aarons, Vinton Freedley

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book: John McGowan & Paul Gerard Smith

• Director/Choreographer: George Hale

• Actors: Victor Moore, Jack Whiting, Betty 

Starbuck, Ray Bolger

NOTABLE SONG:

• “A Ship Without A Sail”

LENGTH OF RUN: 144 Performances

Simple Simon (1930)
KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Producer: Florenz Ziegfeld

• Music: Richard Rodgers

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Book by: Ed Wynn & Guy Bolton

• Director: Zeke Colvan

• Actors: Ed Wynn, Ruth Etting, 

NOTABLE SONGS:

• “Ten Cents a Dance”

• “Dancing On the Ceiling” (moved to  

Ever Green in London)

• “He Was Too Good to Me” (dropped)

LENGTH OF RUN: 135 Performances

Love Me Tonight (Film, 1932)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Studio: Paramount Pictures

• Director: Rouben Mamoulian

• Music: Richard Rodgers 

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart 

• Screenplay by: Samuel Hoffenstein, 

Waldemar Young, & George Marion, Jr., 
based on the play Tailor in the Chateau, 
by Loepold Marchand & Paul Armont


• Actors: Maurice Chevalier, Jeanette 
MacDonald, Charles Ruggles, Myrna Loy

Love Me Tonight (Film, 1932)

NOTABLE SONGS:

• “That’s the Song of Paree”

• “Isn’t It Romantic?”

• “Lover”

• “Mimi”

• “A Woman Needs Something Like That”

• “The Poor Apache”

• “Love Me Tonight”

• “The Son-of-a-Gun Is Nothing But a Tailor”


HONORS: Selected in 1990 by Library of 
Congress for preservation in the National Film 
Registry as being “culturally, historically, or 
aesthetically significant.”

Hallelujah, I’m a Bum (Film, 1933)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Studio: United Artists

• Director: Lewis Milestone

• Music: Richard Rodgers 

• Lyrics & Rhythmic Dialogue: Lorenz Hart 

• Screenplay: S. N. Behrman, based on a 

story by Ben Hecht

• Actors: Al Jolson, Frank Morgan, Harry 

Langdon, Madge Evans, RR, & LH

NOTABLE SONG:

• “You Are Too Beautiful”

SUCCESS? Not a box office success but has 
developed a cult following



Hollywood Party (Film, 1934)
KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

• Studio: M-G-M

• Director: Edmund Goulding (& others)

• Music: Richard Rodgers (& others)

• Lyrics: Lorenz Hart (& others)

• Screenplay: Howard Dietz & Arthur Kober

• Actors: Jimmy Durante, Stan Laurel, Oliver 

Hardy, Lupe Velez, Three Stooges

NOTABLE SONG:

• One that didn’t actually appear in the film!

SUCCESS? Apparently it was a mess. One 
theater owner complained: "This is the worst 
excuse for a movie we'e ever played here!”

Evolution of a Song (1933)

“Prayer” 

cut from Hollywod Party 

[1:05]

“The Bad in Every Man” 

Manhattan Melodrama 

[1:07]

“Blue Moon” 

Popular Song Lyrics 

[1:11]

Preview of Class 3:
Great Broadway Musicals, 1935-37

Links to lyrics and playlists will be on the course website by Sunday evening.


