Broadway's Silver Age, Part 2

Class 9 ¢ Porter in the 1940s & Kiss Me, Kate (1948)

OLLI Winter Term 2023 ¢ Alan Teasley, Instructor

Today’s Opening Number

Gene Kelly & Judy Garland - [2:41]

Today’s Focus

You will know about:
Porter’s life & work in the period 1940-1948

The creative team, book, score, success and
impact of Kiss Me, Kate (1948)

You will appreciate:

How Kiss Me, Kate surpassed Porter’s
previous stage shows and ...

Demonstrated mastery of the “integrated
musical” of the Golden Age of Broadway

You will continue to add songs . ..
To your list of favorites!
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You’re The Top:
The Cole Porter Story

Written & Directed by Allan Albert
American Masters/PBS (1990)

[5:05]

Cole Porter 1940-1948

1940

e [Jan 1-Dec 12] Du Barry Was a Lady continues its run (408 perfs)

o [Feb] Broadway Melody of 1940 is released

e [Oct] Panama Hattie opens (501 performances)

1941

e [Oct] You’ll Never Get Rich is released; “Since | Kissed My Baby
Goodbye” is nominated for an Academy Award (Best Song)

e [Oct] Let’s Face It opens (547 performances—longest run to date)

1943

e [Jan] Something for the Boys opens (422 performances)

e [Oct] Something to Shout About is released; “You’d Be So Nice to
Come Home To” nominated for Academy Award (Best Song)

Blue = Broadway/New York; Lavender = Movie

Cole Porter 1940-1948

1944

e [Jan] Mexican Hayride opens (481 performances)

o [Apr-June] Works on score for Mississippi Belle —film never produced

o [Dec] Seven Lively Arts opens (183 performances)

1945

o [Jan-March] Hospitalized for further surgery on legs

o [Mar] Begins work with Warner Brothers for biographical film Night and
Day, which will contain numerous (old) songs. Cary Grant plays Porter.

1946

e [May] Around the World in Eighty Days opens (75 performances)

e [Summer] completes most of the score for The Pirate

o [Aug] Night and Day is released

Blue = Broadway/New York; Lavender = Movie



https://youtu.be/aXmGpLYiFWU
https://youtu.be/kWQ4YYrorzc?t=1941

Cole Porter 1940-1948

1948

o [Feb-Nov] Filming of The Pirate

1948

e [Feb-May] Writes most of the score for Kiss Me, Kate

® [June] The Pirate is released

o [Dec 30] Kiss Me, Kate opens (1,077 performances)—the longest
running and most highly acclaimed of all his shows

Blue = Broadway/New York; Lavender = Movie

To Summarize (1940-48):

7 Stage Shows
Panama Hattie (1940)

Let’s Face It (1941)
Something for the Boys (1943)
Mexican Hayride (1944)

Seven Lively Arts (1944)
Around the World in Eighty Days (1946)
Kiss Me, Kate (1948)

3 films
You’ll Never Get Rich (1941)
Something to Shout About (1943)
The Pirate (1948)

Panama Hattie (1940)
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‘ A FULL YEAR

46th STREET THEATRE .,

AIR-CONDITIONED.

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
®  Producer: B. G. De Sylva

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Book: Herbert Fields & B. G. De Sylva
® Director: Edgar MacGregor

®  Actors: Ethel Merman, Arthur Treacher,
Betty Hutton

NOTABLE SONGS:

® “Make Me Another Old-Fashioned,
Please”

®  “My Mother Would Love You”
LENGTH OF RUN: 501 Performances

You’ll Never Get Rich (film, 1941)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

®  Producer: Samuel Bischoff (Columbia)

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Screenplay: Michael Fessler & Ernest Pagano
® Director: Sidney Lanfield

® Actors: Fred Astaire, Rita Hayworth, Robert
Benchley

NOTABLE SONGS:

® “Dream-Dancing”

® “So Near and Yet So Far”

® “Since | Kissed My Baby Goodbye”*

HONOR: *Academy Award Nomination Best Song

Let’s Face It (1941)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
Producer: Vinton Freedley

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter (additional
comedy songs by Sylvia Fine Kaye)

® Book: Herbert & Dorothy Fields
® Director: Edgar MacGregor

® Actors: Danny Kaye, Eve Arden, Vivian
Vance, Nanette Fabray, Mary Jane Walsh

NOTABLE SONGS:

® “Let’s Face It”

® “Ace in the Hole”

®  “You Irritate Me So”

LENGTH OF RUN: 547 Performances

Something to Shout About (film, 1943)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
Producer: Gregory Ratoff (Columbia)

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

Screenplay: Lou Breslow & Edward Eliscu
Director: Gregory Ratoff

® Actors: Don Ameche, Janet Blair

NOTABLE SONGS:

® “You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To”*
HONOR: *Academy Award Nomination Best Song

NOTE: Also nominated for Best Scoring of a
Musical Picture




Something for the Boys (1943)
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KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

Producer: Michael Todd
Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Book: Herbert & Dorothy Fields

Director: Hassard Short

® Choreography: Jack Cole

Actors: Ethel Merman, Paula Laurence,
Bill Johnson, Betty Garrett

NOTABLE SONGS:

“Something for the Boys”
“See That You’re Born in Texas”
“By the Mississinewah”

LENGTH OF RUN: 422 Performances

Something for the Boys (1943)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
® Producer: Michael Todd

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Book: Herbert & Dorothy Fields
Director: Hassard Short
Choreography: Jack Cole

® Actors: Ethel Merman, Paula Laurence,
Bill Johnson, Betty Garrett

NOTABLE SONGS:

® «Something for the Boys”

® «See That You’re Born in Texas”
® «By the Mississinewah”
LENGTH OF RUN: 422 Performances

Mexican Hayride (1944)
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KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

Producer: Michael Todd
Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter
Book: Herbert & Dorothy Fields

® Director: Hassard Short

Choreography: Paul Haakon
Actors: Bobby Clark, June Havoc

NOTABLE SONGS:

“I Love You” (recordings by Bing Crosby
and Frank Sinatra are available)

LENGTH OF RUN: 481 Performances

Seven Lively Arts (1944)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
Producer: Billy Rose

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

Ballet Music: Igor Stravinsky

® Book: Moss Hart, George S. Kaufman,
Robert Pirosh, Joseph Schrank, Charles
Sherman & Ben Hecht

® Direction: Hassard Short & Philip Loeb

® Actors: Beatrice Lillie, Bert Lahr, Benny
Goodman, Alicia Markova, Anton Dolin

NOTABLE SONGS:
® “Ev’ry Time We Say Goodbye”
LENGTH OF RUN: 183 Performances

Around the World in
Eighty Days (1946)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

ADELPHI THEATRE
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Producer: Orson Welles (Mercury Theatre
Production)

® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

Book: Orson Welles (adapted from the
Jules Verne novel)

® Director: Orson Welles

Choreographer: Nelson Barclift

Actors: Orson Welles, Arthur Margetson,
Larry Laurence, Jack Cassidy

NOTABLE SONGS:

“There He Goes, Mr. Phileas Fogg”

LENGTH OF RUN: 75 Performances

The Pirate (film, 1948)*

JUDY GARLAND KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
~.GENE KELLY ® Producer: Arthur Freed (MGM)

Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Screenplay: Albert Hackett & Frances
Goodrich, based on S. N. Behrman’s play

Director: Vincent Minnelli

® Actors: Judy Garland, Gene Kelly
NOTABLE SONG:

® “BeA Clown”

HONOR: Academy Award Nomination for best
scoring of a musical picture.

*NOTE: Porter’s songs written in 1946-47
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You’re The Top:
The Cole Porter Story

Written & Directed by Allan Albert
American Masters/PBS (1990)

[6:32]

©PrBS HOME VIDEO'
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Broadway: The American
Musical (PBS, 2004)

from Episode 4:

“Oh, What a Beautiful
Mornin’ (1943-1960)”

[3:00]

Kiss Me, Kate (1948)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
® Producers: Saint Subber & Lemuel Ayers
® Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

® Book: Sam & Bella Spewack, based on
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the
Shrew

® Direction: John C. Wilson

Choreography: Hanya Holm

® Scenic & Costume Design: Lemuel Ayers
® Orchestrations: Robert Russell Bennett

®  Actors: Alfred Drake, Patricia Morison,
Harold Lang, Lisa Kirk

LENGTH OF RUN: 1,077 Performances

Kiss Me, Kate: The Story

MAIN CHARACTERS: A Troupe of Actors

®  Fred Graham—Producer, Director, Lead

Lilli Vanessi—Hollywood star, former wife

of Fred, leading lady

®  Lois Lane—girlfriend of Fred, first
Broadway show

® Bill Calhoun—Gambler. boyfriend of Lois

® Additional actors in the company and two
mobsters keeping an eye on an 10U.

THE SITUATION:

It’s the Baltimore opening of a musical

version of The Taming of the Shrew on

its way to Broadway. Offstage behavior of

the actors intersects with the fictional roles

they play.

Kiss Me, Kate Creative Team (1948)

Cole Porter & Bella Spewack

Kiss Me, Kate: The Songs

Actl: Actll:
“Another Op’nin’, Another Show” “Too Darn Hot”
“Why Can’t You Behave?” “Where Is the Life that Late | Led?”
“Wunderbar” “Always True to You in My Fashion”
“So In Love” “Bianca”
“We Open in Venice” “Brush Up Your Shakespeare”
“Tom, Dick or Harry” “I Am Ashamed that Women Are So
“I've Come to Wive It Wealthily in Simple”
Padua” “So Kiss Me, Kate” (Finale)
“I Hate Men”
“Were Thine That Special Face”
“I Sing of Love”



https://youtu.be/kWQ4YYrorzc?t=2240
https://youtu.be/pirD087Vyyw?t=248

Kiss Me, Kate: Reviews (1948)

“Without losing his sense of humor, [Porter] has written a
remarkable melodious score with an occasional suggestion of
Puccini.” (Brooks Atkinson, New York Times)

“Kiss Me, Kate has everything. A show of shows that is literate
without being highbrow, sophisticated without being smarty,
seasoned without being soiled, and funny without being vulgar.”
(Robert Garland, Journal-American)

“Cole Porter has turned out one of his all-time best scores. It is
studded with hits, has not a mediocre number in it, and offers
line after line of those fabulously ticklish lyrics at which Porter at
his best has no equal.” (William Hawkins, World-Telegram)

Kiss Me, Kate: Reviews (1948)

“The electric excitement that comes to the theatre when
everything goes right was present last night with the arrival of
Kiss Me, Kate. From the opening number it was obvious to
everybody that the first-nighters were seeing a smash hit of epic
proportions, and nothing occurred throughout the evening to let
them down. Kiss Me, Kate is beautiful, tuneful, witty, gay, high-
spirited and delightfully sung, acted, and danced. Again the
American musical comedy proved itself the best in the world.”
(Richard Watts, Post)

Laurence Maslon on Kiss Me, Kate

“The success of [Rodgers and Hammerstein
musicals] forced even the most accomplished
Broadway hands to confront the challenges of
the evolved form; Irving Berlin confessed himself
baffled by the demands of what he called ‘a
situation show.’

“Cole Porter hesitantly brought his unique
talents to the narrative form, but by confining
himself to the sweeping emotions of the main
characters rather than a sweepingly complicated
plot, Porter wrote his deepest score for Kiss
Me, Kate —one of the handful of perfect scores
in the Broadway canon—and his biggest hit, the
crown jewel of a gilded career.”

—Laurence Maslon, Ed., “Notes,”
American Musicals 1927-1949, 2014

Kiss Me, Kate at the 1949 Tony Awards:

5 Wins

® Best Musical: Bella Spewack,
Samuel Spewack, Cole Porter

® Best Author (Musical): Bella
Spewack & Samuel Spewack

® Best Composer & Lyricist:
Cole Porter

® Best Costume Design:
Lemuel Ayers

® Best Producer (Musical):
Saint Subber & Lemuel Ayers

Kiss Me, Kate (1999)

KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:
Producers: Roger Berlin & Roger Horchow
Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

Book: Sam & Bella Spewack, based on
The Taming of the Shrew

Direction: Michael Blakemore
Choreography: Kathleen Marshall
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® G Design: Martin Pakledi
Orchestrations: Don Sebesky

Actors: Brian Stokes Mitchell, Marin
Mazzie, Michael Berresse, Amy Spanger,
Ron Colgate

LENGTH OF RUN: 881 Performances

Kiss Me, Kate at the 2000 Tony Awards:

12 Nominations & 5 Wins

Best Revival of Musical

Best Actor in a Leading Role (Musical):
Brian Stokes Mitchell

Best Actress in a Leading Role (Musical):
Marin Mazzie

® Best Featured Actor (Musical): Michael

¢ Berresse, Michael Mulheren, Lee Wilkof
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: ,gi TCHELL WAzzje N ® Best Scenic Design: Robin Wagner

Best Costume Designer: Martin Pakledinaz
Best Direction (Musical): Michael Blakemore
Best Lighting Design: Peter Kaczorowski

Best Choreography: Kathleen Marshall

Best Orchestrations: Don Sebesky
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Kiss Me, Kate (2019)
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KEY MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE TEAM:

Producer: Roundabout Theatre Company
Music & Lyrics: Cole Porter

Book: Sam & Bella Spewack, based on
The Taming of the Shrew

Direction: Scott Ellis
Choreography: Warren Carlyle
Scenic Design: David Rockwell
Costume Design: Jeff Mashie
Orchestrations: Larry Hochman

Actors: Kelli 0’Hara, Will Chase, Corbin
Bleu, Stephanie Styles, Adrienne Walker

LENGTH OF RUN: 125 Performances

Kiss Me, Kate at the 2019 Tony Awards:
4 Nominations & No Wins

“KELLI D'HARA W
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Best Revival of Musical

Best Actress in a Leading
Role (Musical): Kelli 0’Hara

Best Choreography:
Warren Carlyle

Best Orchestrations:
Larry Hochman

Selection of Songs & Clips from
Kiss Me, Kate




