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Jerome Kern and Jule Styne  
on Stage and Screen

Today’s Opening Number(s)

[1:50]

https://youtu.be/JzDktSD9gVE?si=282uPSZjzhDX69fK&t=390


Today’s Focus
You will have: 

The results of the survey of our “Top 20 Jerome Kern Songs”  
You will know: 

Facts about Jule Styne’s early life and career.  
Some of the many songs Jule Styne wrote for movies in the 
1940s and early ’50s—as well as some of his “stand-alone” 
hit songs from this period. 
The contributions of several of his many collaborating lyricists 
(especially Sammy Cahn). 
The recognition these songs received at the time (e.g., ten 
Oscar nominations, “chart-topping” sales)—and the degree to 
which they have  entered the “Great American Song Book.” 

You will enjoy . . .  
Some great songs and consider adding them to your personal 
list of “Top 20 Styne Songs.”

Jule Styne (1905–1994)
 EARLY LIFE: 
• Born Julius Kerwin Stein in London’s East End. 
• His parents were Ukrainian refugees. 
• As a child, he performed on stage, doing 

impressions of famous singers. 
• Family moved to Chicago in 1912, and he 

began studying piano. 
• Something of a prodigy, he performed with the 

Chicago, St. Louis, and Detroit symphonies 
before he was 10 years old. 

• Began studying harmony and composition, 
but was discouraged from pursuing a concert 
career because his hands were deemed too 
small.Kennedy Center Honors  

Biography [6:30]

https://youtu.be/JzDktSD9gVE?si=thD5wXicUoAZY6Wf


Jule Styne (1905–1994)
 EARLY CAREER: 
• Chicago in the 1920s was a fertile ground for 

the development of jazz and the big band 
sound. 

• He began making money from playing the 
piano, joining the musicians’ union at age 13. 

• [The union even booked him to play for 
strippers at a burlesque house.] 

• By age 20 he was regularly playing blues and 
ragtime; he formed his own band at age 24. 

• Marriage and a child followed, but Chicago’s 
music scene was never far from mobsters. 

• He took refuge first in NY, then in Hollywood.

Jule Styne (1905–1994)
 HOLLYWOOD BEGINNINGS: 
• Was initially a vocal coach at 20th Century 

Fox to performers such as Alice Faye, Mary 
Martin, and Shirley Temple.  

• In 1940 Darryl Zanuck told him he should be 
writing music—then moved him to Republic 
Pictures, where he worked under Walter 
Scharf, who later said of Jule: 
• “I wasn’t aware that he was learning that much, 

but he was always so careful that the music 
would fall in with the lyrics. He developed a great 
knack for being cognizant of the lyrics. When the 
high notes came, the right vowel would be on 
them. . . . He married the music to the words. 

• “Republic was where Jule got his start in 
theatrical training. Broadway began right there.”



The work at Republic was . . .  
not glamorous:

“It was an awakening, and I wrote five or six songs 
for each picture. Wrote music for cattle and horses 
and dogs; pigs, mules and chickens. I helped with 
orchestrations. Sometimes I conducted. Swallowing 
pride, I did just about anything they asked me to do. 
Play the piano for Trigger? Sure . . .” 

—Jule Styne, quoted in Theodore Taylor,  
The Story of Composer Jule Styne (1979)

Then along came Sammy Cahn

They contributed songs to (at least) 31 movies between 1942 and 1954.



EARLY LIFE AND CAREER: 
• Born Samuel Cohen in New York’s Lower 

East Side; parents were Jewish immigrants 
from Galicia. 

• Studied violin rather than piano because his 
mother thought the piano was a woman’s 
instrument. 

• Following his bar mitzvah, he joined a 
dixieland band which toured the Catskills in 
the summer. 

• At age 16, he was inspired to write his own 
lyrics after attending a vaudeville show. 

• The first Styne-Cahn song came in 1942 . . .

Sammy Cahn (1913-1993)

Michael Feinstein, vocals • Jule Styne, piano 
 Michael Feinstein Sings The Jule Styne Songbook • 1991 • [1:10]



Sampling Styne’s Work in Hollywood:

• Ten Oscar-Nominated Songs 
• Two Other Movie Songs 
• Stand-Alone Songs by Styne & Cahn 1945-46

Jule Styne’s Academy Awards:  
10 Nominations and 1 Win

• “Who Am I?” [Hit Parade of 1941, 1941*, Walter Bullock] 

• “(It Seems to Me) I’ve Heard That Song Before” [Youth On 
Parade, 1943*, Sammy Cahn] 

• “Change of Heart” [Hit Parade of 1943, 1944*,           
Harold Adamson] 

• “I’ll Walk Alone” [Follow the Boys, 1945*, Sammy Cahn] 

• “I Fall in Love Too Easily” [Anchors Aweigh, 1946*, 
Sammy Cahn]

* Year of Award
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Dinah Shore • 1944 Recording 
 American Songbook Series: Jule Styne • [2:45]



Clockwise from left: Frank Sinatra,  Sammy Cahn, Jule Styne, 
and Axel Stordahl (Sinatra’s musical director)

Cahn was close to Frank Sinatra

Frank Sinatra • “I Fall in Love Too Easily” 
Clip from the film Anchors Aweigh • 1945 • [2:40]

https://youtu.be/XnL2FK5wv6E?si=NBgPrpXeWnO436zv&t=12


Best Song  
1955

“Three Coins in the Fountain” (1954)

Frank Sinatra • Vocal Track from  Frank Sinatra: Days of Wine and Roses  • 
Visuals from 1954 film directed by Jean Negulesco [3:45]

https://youtu.be/87kbwiLSDDU?si=pwBrJQLJrdEQJ22g


Jule Styne in Hollywood

TWO OTHER FILM SONGS: 
• “I Don’t Want to Walk Without You” [Sweater 

Girl, 1946, Frank Loesser] 

• “Time After Time” [It Happened in Brooklyn, 
1947, Sammy Cahn]

Helen Forrest • Harry James and His Orchestra 
 Frank Loesser: I Hear Music • 1942 • [2:04]



Michael Feinstein, vocals • Jule Styne, piano 
 Michael Feinstein Sings The Jule Styne Songbook • 1991 • [1:38]

POPULAR “STAND ALONE” SONGS BY  
STYNE & CAHN, 1945-46: 
• “It’s Been a Long, Long Time” [May 1945] 

• “Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!” [Summer 1945] 

• “The Victory Polka” [Fall 1945] 

• “The Things We Did Last Summer” [Summer 1946] 

• “Give Me Five Minutes More” [later inserted into Earl 
Carroll’s Sketch Book, 1946]

Jule Styne in Hollywood



Styne & Cahn Chart 1945-46

May 1945 Summer 1945 Fall 1945 Summer 1945 1946

We’ll sample these songs as time allows . . .

Preview of Class 6:

Jule Styne: Stage Musicals (1947-1958)

Links to lyrics and playlists will be on the course website by Sunday evening.

https://www.musicals-101.com

