OLLI at Duke University « Summer Term 2026 + Syllabus

Musicals 101: More Singular Sensations—
Four Musicals Based on Literary Classics

Contact Information & Schedule

Instructor: Alan Teasley, alanteasley@yahoo.com, (919) 812-0185

Dates & Times: Four Thursdays: May 21 - June 11, 2026, 9:00-10:15 am, via ZOOM. Note: Class
sessions are recorded. The recordings are available within 48 hours after the class ends and
remain available for several weeks after the course ends.

Course Website: www.musicals-101.com
For each class meeting, a separate page of the site will provide materials students can use to
preview the class content as well as links to the online videos shown in class.

Course Description

Most courses on Broadway musicals focus on the works of a certain period or those by a certain
team of creators. However, some shows resist such categories: either they’re not typical of their
era or their creative teams didn’t create many shows. This course will explore four Broadway
musicals that are not only “singular” but also are adaptations of major works of literature: Man of
La Mancha (Don Quixote), Big River (Adventures of Huckleberry Finn), Natasha, Pierre and the
Great Comet of 1812 (War and Peace), and The Secret Garden. Students will learn about the
books, scores, and impact of each of the musicals, as well as how each team approached the task
of adapting a long book into one evening’s entertainment. The course is primarily lecture with
video and audio clips; students will be able to ask questions and make comments during each
class.

Instructor Bio

Alan Teasley began his career as a high school English and drama teacher. After retiring from the
Durham Public Schools in 2006, he taught in Duke’s Master of Arts in Teaching Program. He is an
avid theatergoer with a particular fondness for American musicals. This is his twentieth course on
musical theater for OLLI. Previous courses have focused on Stephen Sondheim, Rodgers &
Hammerstein, Kander & Ebb, Frank Loesser, Lerner & Loewe, Jerry Herman, Bock & Harnick,
Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Schwartz, Jerome Kern, Jule Styne, the ten musicals that have won
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, six “Off-Broadway Classics,” “British Musicals on Broadway,”
“Twenty-First Century Musicals,” and “The Women of Broadway” —a survey of musicals with book,
lyrics, and/or music by women. He has also presented a two-course survey of “Broadway’s Silver
Age,” focused on the musicals of Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart, George & Ira Gershwin, Irving
Berlin, and Cole Porter.

Class Participation/Expectations

The course is lecture with video and audio clips; students can ask questions and make comments
during class via the Zoom chat feature. Students are also welcome to contact the instructor via
email between classes.

The instructor will provide background about each show, but the bulk of class time will be listening
to or watching documentaries about or excerpts from the shows. Since the titles are announced in
advance, and most of the scores are readily available on CD, streaming services, or YouTube,
students are free to conduct their own preview of each show using materials on the course
website. All participants are expected to abide by the OLLI Code of Conduct.
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Recommended Book

Kantor, Michael, and Laurence Maslon. (2019) Broadway: The American Musical, Third Edition.
Guilford, CT: Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. ISBN \(paperback) This is the companion book to
the PBS documentary film of the same name, a six-part series first broadcast in 2004. The third
edition of the book has been updated to include shows that opened in the 2018-19 Broadway
season. The book provides a comprehensive treatment of American musicals and hundreds of

photos. It’s worth the heft and the cost—a doorstopper of a tome listing on Amazon.com for about
$40.

Session Topics

Class 1: 5/21/26 Man of La Mancha: A Musical Play (1965)
* Based on Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes (1605)
* Book by Dale Wasserman -« Lyrics by Joe Darion « Music by Mitch Leigh

Class 2: 5/28/26 Big River (1985)
* Based on Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (1885)
* Book by William Hauptman < Music & Lyrics by Roger Miller

Class 3: 6/4/26 The Secret Garden (1991)

* Based on The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett (1911)
* Book & Lyrics by Marsha Norman « Music by Lucy Simon

Class 4: 6/11/26 Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 1812 (2012)

* Based on War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy (1869)
* Book, Music & Lyrics by Dave Malloy
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https://www.amazon.com/Broadway-American-Musical-Laurence-Maslon/dp/1493047671/ref=pd_sbs_74_1/143-4702230-8132527?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1493047671&pd_rd_r=a5ec68bb-d26e-48a1-a52b-6462207af743&pd_rd_w=hkRig&pd_rd_wg=SBfrT&pf_rd_p=ed1e2146-ecfe-435e-b3b5-d79fa072fd58&pf_rd_r=6K5YEQCXE9MN73XVW5HJ&psc=1&refRID=6K5YEQCXE9MN73XVW5HJ

